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‘shares its reverse die with a number of famous and rarer type coins, like 


the Immnis Columbia. Unfortunately this coin is heavily corroded. The 
horse head is particularly effected but the. shield still shows strong 


‘detail and the color is a partially redeeming light gold...............$35 


1786 M.14-J Extremely Fine. Light, almost honey brown planchet with a 
strong strike. Surfaces well above average, the adverse has a few minute 
and very shallow striations (each smaller than the l in the date) that 
honestly are not detractions. This coin exhibits a very sate state of 
the obverse die bulge. I cmfess there are some faint scratches below the 
horse's head that I neglected to note om my last list. Honest, this is a 
very attractive coin, qnd it's now available at my COSt.....-eeeeeeee+- $450 
1786 M.14-J Very Good. Actually with the detail of Fine in places, but 
the obverse is dramatically off center to the left with the lip of the 
flan extending beyond the dentils. As a result NOVA is off the planchet. 
Definately qualifies as an error coin. Lovely light brown surfaces.... $50 
1787 M.1 About Extremely Fine (R-4). This is an. attractive coin with a 
a strong claim to a full EF. Hard, smooth and semi glossy tan surfaces 
with patch of darker coloration behind the horse's mane. One small nick 
at 3 o'clock on obverse and a tiny planchet clip visible at 8 o'clock o 
the reverse that leaves the inner edge on the dentils undisturbed. 
Stronger and with better eye appeal than lot #125 in the just held 
Frontenac Sale which realized $550...cscccccccccccccccccepeccccscceese 94/9 
1786 M.18-M Extremely Fine.. The "Bridle" variety. This would have been a 
monster except for some damage. An extremely sharp strike with light 
chocolate surfaces that are as glossy as it gets. The ae ee ares to 
have been pinched above NO of obverse legend although the dentils are not 
distorted as a result of it. Ajlso some roughness right on the right rim 
around 2 o'clock. Similiar though less serious rim problems on reverse 
and some digs at upper shield. If you value pristine surfaces and color 
over the sort of problems mentioned definately ask to see this one....$375 
1786 M.20-N Very Fine (R-4). The secomd of the two "Dmnken Die Cutter" 
varieties, with the one in date tilting crazily. Microscopic porosity on 


‘both sides, but still appealing. Medium brown with lighter highlight and 


full dentils. A nice example of this scarce wide shield variety......$155 
1786 M.20—-N About Extremely Fine (R-4). A second example, but this one is 
exceptional. Lot #137 fromthe Frontenac Sale. Unfortunately at this 
writing I still have not. received my lots from that Sale, so this as well 
as some subseqient descriptions is based on the catalog descriptions and 
my own brief notes from viewing. My standard method is to revisit each 
coin I have purchased prior to doing these write ups. In some cases the 
coin tums ait slightly better than my initial impression, sometimes 
worse. (Ch well. I don't want to ommitt them. I suggest you call for 

a more thorough description. It was graded VF35 as was the 20-N in the 
preceeding lot. I thought this one was the stronger after viewing (the 


coe bears this out) and qiite likely a full EF (but I need to study it 


efore reaching a final decision). YI also noted it as semi-glossy and 
that the minor problems cited "Four circular planchet indentations on 
the obverse; patchof old corrosion on reverse rim" while accurately 


_stated were virtual non issues when viewed in person. I was prepared to 


pay more than the price I am asking for MM thiS COIN...ccccceeccceees 

1786 M.23-P Fine/Very Fine, A very attractive coin. A warm brown color 
with a pale brassy band diagonally over left third of shield probably 
from contact with paper during storage. Strong obverse with a couple of 
faint pin scratchs. Quite glossy with mostly hard BUSTACME. ois ese veee a 800 
1786 M.23-R Extremely Fine. Very sharply struck with full reverse shield 
lines. and a bold date, both quite unusual for this variety (6 in date is 
missing upper loop as are all). Another light brow coin with glossy hard 
surfaces. Flawed near reverse rim at bottom left and with several rim 
dents primarilly apparent from reverse. Also some very minor roughness 

on the shield as minted but overall delightful, especially at.........$435 
1786 M.23-R Very Fine. A second example with glossy light brown surfaces, 
less detail, and fewer problems. Some faint shallow striations m the 
obverse and two small rim bmises at reverse bottom left. The shield is 
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more typically smooth for this variety. This would make a lovely NJ type 
coin aS well as being a nice example of the variety.....seeeeeseseeees $235 
1786 M.24-P Very Fine. Smooth, light brow and semi-glossy. Full averse 
dentils, strike a bit weak at bottom of obverse and corresponding top of 
reverse. A few diagonal striations in upper left shield. Aside froma 
generally pleasing appearence this features a fairly dramatic doubling of 
the entire reverse Legend. .cwcccccccccccccccscccccccccesccscceseseeseeslIO 
1786 M.24—P About Extremely Fine. Another Frontenac purchase. My notes 
include strong "underlining" (e.g. strong interest) and the phrase "almost 
as nice (as the preceeding 24-P, the EF Parsons Coin)’ - not qiite though”. 
However that coin brought $930! I agreed with Michael Hodder in his 


‘description of the blend of tonations on the coin being "Very attractive" 


and I was happy with the surfaces. J am sure that the pedigree pushed u 
the value of the Parsms coin, but this is a bargain at........eeeee0- $335 
1786 M.25-S Fine (R-5). Not nearly as nice as the grade would indicate. 
Dark brown with even but very heavy porosity across both sides. The 
shield weathered it the best with detail of VF showing through.........$55 
1786 M.26-S Fine/Very Fine (R-4). An attractive example of a scarce 


variety not generally available in Bpper fl opti This one is smooth and 
9. 


reflective, medium brow with tan hig ts and no problems to speak (or 


write) of. Date and legends full though showing weakness in a couple of 


laces, common for thiS UNCOMMON CYP... cccccccccccccccccccevccscceses SLID 
787 M.32-T Choice Extremely Fine. Although commm as a variety, rare in 
this condition. Rich medium to light brown, a couple of darker areas, the 
surfaces are hard and glossy and the strike is sharp. This coin is easily 
nicer than the FF Jenks coin, called low condition census in the Frontenac 
Sale, or the 32-T called EF/AU in the current Stack's fixed price list, 
both of which I viewed when I was recently in New York. The Taylor coin 
at $990 is a mitch closer match. Problem free and more reasmable at.$735 
1787 M.38-c Very Fine/Extremely Fine. This is a fairly common variety but 
it is quite uncommm above VF. Taylor had an EF/AU m a defective flan 
and not mich else seems to approach it. This ere: typically has sore 
planchet problems. Picker 1984 had an unplated VF that may well have been 
undergraded as much was in that:sale, it was ex-Marris, ex-Garrett and . 
brought $396 in 1984. Norweb had a VF30, lot 1341 (the plate pages ge | 
assigned to lot 1343). This coin appears a tad strmger and was lot 7228 
from the Kingswood Galleries Dartmouth Sale. Medium to dark olive brow 
and glossye the obverse is particularly bold. No major flan defects, a 
edge irregularity as made and a couple of short toned hair lines 

on the obverse dm't marr the eye. appeal on this likely condition census 
coin. None nicer have been offered fOr yearS..ccccccccccccccccccccee o S445 
1787 M.42-c Finet (R-6). Lot #171 from Frontenac and called low condition 
census. Quoting: "Once cleaned, now light iridescent blue and deep golden 
brown. Both surfaces rough, particularly the reverse." Using that as a 
starting point I commented in my notes: "But color not bad, fairly smooth" 
meaning better than the description made it seem. That of course is the 
art of auction purchasing; which coins tum out better than anticipated 
and which ones worse? Given that the Taylor coin (The Maris Plate coin) 
was called there a Fine and "the finest known example" with comparable 
detail to this coin, and given the price rarities in NJ are now bringing, 
XY think you will do well buying this at... ccccccccccccccccccecesesee 90 
1787 M.44-d Fine (Low R-4). Medium to light brown and semi-glossy. Full 
legends and strong date. The variety tends to not strike up sharply, cone 
extremely choice, or be available in upper grades, as a result nice lower. 
grade examples bring a premium relative to rarity. Despite a few narrow 
shallow striations at the flan's left, a nice lower grade exanple.....$110 
1787 M.48g About Very Fine. Note worthy as a example of an extrenely 
late reverse die state. This coin is hard and glossy with a touch of 


‘porosity confined to the lower right hand portion of obverse. Dark brow 


fields give way to olive tan devices and legends creating pretty contrast. 
Most 4@-g's show at least a trace die break diagonally across the shield. 


Here that break is advanced plus there are two others, one fromthe rim 
at top of ™ into the shield, and the other fromthe base of the & into the 
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center. of the shield almost connecting with the other breaks. The die was 
not long for the wrld after this coin; a find for the specialist.....$175 
1787 M.48-g Extremely Fine. A pleasing medium to light brown planchet 
that is smooth and semi-glossy, with a crack at 7 o'clock m the averse 
and corresponding reverse area and a-tiny clip at 2 o'clock that does not 
effect the dentils. An affordable high grade type coin that has been off 
the market since appearing in the Bowers and Merena 3/85 Sale of the 
Patterson Collection, lot DAVEE CRTC ET AY Tor OTR ee Pe ce 
1788 M.49-£ Fine (R-5). The second rarest.of the 3 head left varieties. 
This one has several light digs at the top of the obverse, and a mmber of 
old pin scratches that are not easily visible without a glass. Otherwise 
the surfaces are a enerally smooth and attractive medium brown with tan 
highlights. The horse head is fully outlined and the obverse date and 
legends are full and strong, the reverse is also complete though faint at 
a couple of letters. This coin retains some gloss and has good eye appeal 
despite the problems mentioned. Far above average for this rare type.$450 
1788 M.49-£ Good/Very Good (R-5). A second chance to acquire this rarity 
although this coin is more of a filler. There is a jagged rip at the ede 
of the flan to the left of the date that may have been present at minting 
but at the least has been there a very long time. The entire obverse 
legend and date are fully readible with most of the reverse legends also 
remaining. The head though worn is easily recognizable and the surfaces 
are a smooth dark brow with sone be ha HUiGHILGHE Siwans b's oe cnsee Kaw LSD 
1788 M.50-£ Very Good (R-4). A slightly more common head left variety. 
The distinctive obverse is qiite presentable with full legends and strong 
devices and date, well centered on a lightly porous medium brown flan. 

The reverse, as always, is weaker with more porosity and half legends. $195 
1788 M.530-f Fine (R-4). A final example of the popular and scarce head 
left type, this me truely a filler. Dark brown with heavy porosity most 
likely from years spent underground. Obverse struck off center to left. 
Actually and fortunately the horse head, plow, and date are its' strongest 
features. There's not too much left to look at m the reverse. Taken all © 
Sd Gio res there are at most a few hundred head left NJ coins around to be 
had, a tiny fraction of the total of NJ coins extant. It won't take long 
for the supply to dry up if that many new collectors decide to add 2 NJ's 
to their collectim and pick the advious combination of one head right amd 
one head left. This one is near as cheap aS they Geteceveccccececeseee 9/9 
1787 M.54-k About Very Good. The popular Serpant Head type. Although in 
low grade not at all bad. Microscopic porosity on both sides but light 
brown and reflective with a Strong Serpant....ccccccccccccccccccccceees 900 
1787 M.56—n Very Good/Fine. The Camel head variety on a very attractive 
semi-glossy tan planchet. An uneven strike resulting in weakness at the 
right half on both sides, likely caised in part by overstriking om a host 
coin bare traces of which can be made out m the adverse... A very neat 
small attempted puncture can be found with minor effort right between the 
horse's Ag eee ee, ee ee ee er ree eT NOES Ey CE PCR PEPE ee 
1787 M.58-n Strong Very Fine (Low R-5).. .This coin has passed through sone 
famous hands- ex Virgil M. Brand through Carl Wurtzbach from the Dr. 
Thomas Hall Collection. This is the second, rarer Camel head. Overstmick 
ao. a Can. copper with much of the undertype's legend showing m the 
obverse, 1786 and UNUM junbled together, outlines of seated Liberty bold 
within shield. Some old scratches, largely confined to the reverse, are 
present below the uniform medium to dark brown toning of this fully round, 
otherwise problem free piece. This coin was offered at $575 on Stack's 
1990 fixed price list. Further reduced from my last list, now only...$395 
1787 M.59-o About Fine (R-5). This coin cald just as easily be called 
Fine as most of those aictioned off in recent years with that grade show 
eqiel to less detail. This is the "Sawtooth variety", so named for the — 
extra large dentils it displays. This coin is porous, as are most of this 
variety, and medium brown. ft has complete legends and the horse head is 
full which is rarely the case on less than upper grades (and it very 
rarely comes in upper grades as is apparent from major collections)...$235 
1787 M.60—p Fine (R-¢). The more common of two varieties with the 
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blundered legend; "E PLURIBS UNUM", and a distinct Red Book type. This 
one is dark brow with some scattered light’ porosity but overall smooth 
and reflective. Full legends and date. Centers somewhat weak, fairly 
ed for variety. A affordable nice example of this og ee type.. $135 
1787 M.62-q Fine/Very Fine. A technical grade, the horse | ad is quite 
weak due to obverse die failure commonly encountered om this large 


“planchet variety. I paid top dollar to pick this up because it is truely 


lovely; a warm medium brow and highly glossy with virtually complete 
dentils on both sides. A few circulation marks but essentially problem 
free and CHO1iC\. cc ccccccccccccccccccccsscccccccescsccccesssessssccccsce' 
1787 M.62-q Fine/Very Fine. This coin is almost as nice as the previous 
lot, with a shade more detail on the horse. Also glossy brown surfaces 
but with a few more minor marks including a "pin prick" just to the left 
of the shield's peak. Another nice large planchet type COUN cccccecee ee $99 
1787 M.63-s Extremely Fine/About Uncirculated. One of the nicest obverses 
of any NJ coin in this offering. Extremely sharp strike on a warm brow 
hard and glossy flan. The same can be said for the reverse but there is 
some roughness at the center and a nunber of extremely light pin scratchs 
which though faint are tmely a shame on such a superb Coin........... $465 
1788 M.65-u Fine (R-5). Once thought common, Michael Kodder recently 
wrote for the Boyd, Brand, Ryder sale that it might actually be R-6. A 
small number of low grade specimans have since appeared and Jeff Rock's 
estimate of High R-5 may still be high. Almost always found in low grades 
and cee After reviewing 12 of the finest known NJ collections going 
55 I cam trace at most 5 VF or finer (assuming none appeared 
twice un-pedigreed). This is from the second recent Picker sale, lot 229. 
Tt has its share of problems but less so than most as it boasts a Apdo 
medium brown color and retains some gloss despite light porosity, with bu 
a single tiny flaw at edge of horse's neck. Plus a few old pin scratches 
and a couple of mild small depressions on reverse. Honest, this coin is 
well above average, I'll run down the census if you call me. Struck on an 
unusually broad: 30mm LIAN << cscs iow ee o800s OES 6 00 eerie eeees sees gee SLOU 


1787 M.73-aa Fine (R-5). A very scarce variety that can be found nicer 


but not much nicer, with the price escalating rapidly for incremental 
improovements in grade or surfaces. This one isn't half bad. A dark 
brown planchet with some light acod and porosity. The central details 
are clear, while NOVA is obscured by die failure on the cdverse, and some 
of the reverse legends are urclear due to overstriking.....s.eeeeeeee- $235 
1788 M.75-bb Fine (R-4). A "Running Fox" variety. Olive brow, full 
legends, date, devices, "fox™ etc., the latter somewhat weak. Mrfaces 
are reflective with fine gramlarity On DOER. sideSscancecnss ieee chess sc N00 
1788 M.77—dd Ver Good+. A second “Rinning Fox" variety. Medium brow 
with lighter highlights. The averse is generally smooth with full 
legends and date. The reverse has patchs of porosity in a couple of 

spots near the rim with full legends that are faint in places anda few 
minor scratches. The fox is quite decent for the grade.......+.02002-- 995 
1788 M.78-dd Good/Very Good. A second "Running Fox" variety. This shows 
the result of massive obverse die failure. On the positive side this coin 
has medium to light brown color amd shows a lot of gloss for the grade 

and a clear fox. There is also light porosity in places, a small clip 

at 10:00 a.m. @m the reverse, amd some scratches at top of cverse.....$85 
REVERSE U FULL BROCKAGE very Fine (R-7). Rarity estimated and probably 
underestimated, it may be that reverse NJ brockages of all varieties are 
R-7 and the U reverse correspondingly scarcer. This is lot #242 from the 
11/91 Boweres and Merena Frontenac Sale which featured 4 examples of NJ 
reverse epee ecg the other 3 fromthe fabled 1955 sale of the Spiro 
collection. The 5/89 Coin Galleries sale of the Richard Picker Collectim 


of Brockages cmtained 15 colonial pieces, 12 from CT and none from NJ. 
Quoting from that catalog: "A brockage is that special mint error that 
results in a coin with two obverses Or reverses, the "reverse" of which is 
the... mirror image of the "cbverse." The error comes abaut when the 
previously struck coin is not ejected from the dies. The new planchet 
then receives the normal impression from the top die and a mirror image... 
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from the coin below." The description of this in the Frontenac Sale 
states in part: "Both sides struck off center, towards the right on the 
intaglio side, left on the incuse side. Both sides very porous, granular, 
pitted, clearly the results of active galvanic corrosion." All tme. 

The shield detail does remain strong throughout it all.......eeceeeee- $435 
GROUP LOT OF 6 NJ'S. The first in a series of low grade blow qt lots 
offered on this list. For those of you who still have my 8/91 price list, 
rumbers in parenthesis mean the present piece was offered as that lot 
number on that list. This wholesale lot includes: St. Pat. Farthing Good 
(#2); St. Pat. Halfpenny V.1-B Very Good, nice tan but holed (#3); 1787 
M.23-P AVG corroded in places; M.43-d AG fairly smooth with scratches; 
M.46-e AVG reverse verdigris; M.62-q Good with area of corrosion along 
rim (#39). The three coins from my prior list retailed’ by themselves for 
SL2/7, now get all six for TC So © as owe 6 awe we ie 6 6 EEE * Vhs « Hb bees ean e200 
GROUP LOT OF 8 STATE COINS. Includes 5 NJ's, 2 CT's, and 1 VT: 1786 NJ 
M.23-R Good+ very smooth (#13), 1787 NJ M.28-L G/VG smooth with a planchet 
_pinch (#15); 1787 NJ M.38-c VG fairly nice (#18); 1787 NJ M.38-Z G/VG 
smooth tan, some scratches (#20); 1788 NJ M.67-v Good nice color (#48); 
1787 CT M.33.6-KK AF patchs of obverse pitting; 1787 CT. M.41-ii Good 
ACTOPI/ETIIB variety, smooth; 1787 VI R.16 VG dark and porous. The 

retail value of the 5 NJ's from my last list alone is $158............$150- 
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1785 Miller 1-E Mailed Bust Right Finet+ (R-5). This coin was previously 
lot #11 on Rosa Americana's 5th fixed price list and is from the Henry 
Miller collection with his Ahapbah ie die variety in the left obverse field. 
This coin approachs VF in places, from an uneven strike. Snooth medium 
brown fields with tan relief. Planchet clip at 7 O'clock adverse.....$120 
1785 M.3.1-A.3 M.B.R.Very Fine (R-4). A lovely glossy chocolate brow 
planchet with a few small flaws near the rim that have onlya 

negligable impact m the visual appeal of this coin. The same is tme 

of a few light fully toned pin scratches. A solid and pleasing VF that is 
quite suitable as a type coin for this scarcer year...ccccccccccccceeeS2ld 
1785 M.6.3-G.2 M.B.R. Very Fine (R-4). A light golden and olive brow 
flan with a few scattered tiny pits which, judging by the generally smooth 
and hard surfaces, were in the original planchet. Struck .from damaged 
dies resulting in a bulge that weakens Seated Liberty's right arm as is 
normally seen. Far superior to Taylor lot 2325, overall showing greater 
detail and nicer surfaces. Almost definitly within condition census for 
this variety and quite appealing. Other than Oechsner's Choice AU at over 
Soo00;7 tie nicest. appear IN WEA PGi s osvw a su ws osc Kets cen bebe’ ¢ x0 eae e SO0D 
178 M.2.1-A M.B.R. Good/Very Good. A distinctive round head, ETLIB INDE 
type. This is as choice as this grade gets, wonderfully smooth and glossy 
on a lovely light brown flan. Full legends and date although extremely 
faint 1 BO ea eae doe bak os Or oases a eo 60 Bk Oe cd oe UK a a ea we OU 
1786 M.5.2-L M.B.L. Very Good (Low R-6). A difficult coin to grade due to 
die failure on both sides. Smooth and reflective olive brown with even 
microscopic porosity on both sides and a small clip at 3 pmobverse. Full 
date and majority of legends clear. This variety is seldom available in 
even middle grades, and this example is nice for what it is........ 0002 $65 
1786 M.5.3-N M.B.L. Fine. The popular "Hercules head" type, with one 


obverse and two reverse short cuts into the flan that may well date back 
to minting. On a dark and otherwise fairly smooth planchet with some 
rimnicks. This variety is notorius for the poor planchet it typically 
comes on and the reverse die invariably shows up weak due to clashing and 
die sinking. The reverse legends and date are clear on this piece which 
is not at all typical and definately to be appreciated.......cceeceee o S145 
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1786 M.5.4-G M.B.L. M.B.L. Fine+. This is from the epic Hessberg sale, _ 
lot 1357. An entirely pleasing glossy dark chocolate brow coin. Missing 
the bottom portion of the date, otherwise everything is compete. To quote 
the catalog: "General outlines are very bold, arguing a wea strike as 
well as moderate wear". Well Gove average. .ccccccccccccccvcccccccccces $05 
1786 M.5.5-M M.B.L. Extremely Fine+. This is the Taylor coin, lot 2362, 
where it was described as "EF40 if not finer. Highly attractive, smooth 
and glossy surfaces. Little apparent wear, suggesting a grade finer than 
that awarded here. Unfortunately, struck on a poorly prepared planchet 
with deep obverse and reverse fissures, and a severe planchet lamination 
at the top of adverse. In terms of sharpness; certainly one of the finest 
known..." More recently it appeared on Stacks 1990 Colonial fixed price 
list where it retailed at $1,000. There is oes only one speciman, 
Oechsner's Choice EF on a problem free planchet which brought $1760 in a 
1988 sale, that fully exceeds this one. The surfaces of this are a lovely 
brow. shade that is even across the coin. Due to the intense light used 
to photogragh coins, and the shadows that result from it, plates of this 
coin do not do it justice. What appears in catalogs as an averse pie _ 
wedge void is nothing of the sort. The tone, detail, and surface level is 
uneffected other than where the striations literally lie. After reading 
the Taylor descriptim the actual flaws seem qiite moderate. I've seen 
Colonials with fissures that make this coin's seem like pin scratches, 
(admittedly they cost less). Technically this coin is easily AU......$675 
1787 M.1.1-A M.B.R. About Extremely Fine. The poplar Small Kead ETLIB 
INDE Red Bock type in a much higher grade than normally encountered. This 
coin is stronger than Taylor lot #2391 and just a shade weaker than the 
heavily clipped Taylor #2390. Chocolate brown with surfaces that for the 
most part are smooth and semi-glossy except someme has qiite skillfully 
removed a caiple of patches of corrosion, leaving the coin with adove 
normal eye appeal. Still, the price is reduced and a good bargain at.$190 
1787 M.4-L M.B.L. Extremely Fine. The "Horned Bust" variety, glossy very 
dark brown surfaces with some lighter high points. A sharp strike witha 
bit of roughness at the averse center but otherwise hard amd smooth. The 
Horn die break is very far advanced, cmnected to the Bust with a wide 
base and extending up past the chin to a point equivalent to the bottom of 
the C in AUCTORI. An excellent chance for a specialist to acquire the 
scarcer late die SCAG 6 i dd4ue ta 5) oo 6s oO oo Oa so le Ow ow ko ik be we 


_ 1787 M.11.2-K M.B.L. Very Good. This is another Hessberg coin. Dark 


brown on a fairly smooth planchet. Bold legends and date for the grade 
which perhaps should be a shade higher. An inexpensive yet pleasing 
Chance, to: pick Up this 2iportant pedigree sain vc ciucs cavesstdecivbncavcns S57 
1787 M.13-D M.B.L. Very Good/Fine (R-4): The obverse rates a full Fine 
but the reverse is weaker, not uncommo with the D die m this mlimn. 
Attractive light brown, smooth and reflective. Small planchet cutters arc 
is most apparent on reverse lower left, die misalligned 45 degrees.....$45 
1787 M.13.D M.B.L. Very Good (R-4). Olive brow, generally smooth with a 
couple of reverse flaws, otherwise not at all bad for the grade........$27 
1787 M.14-H M.B,L. Very Fine (R-4). A distinct variety, being the only 
one in the entire Conn. series with pheons (an ornemental punch) flanking 
the date. This coin is light brow with hard glossy surfaces with perhaps 
two striations, one obverse one reverse, worthy of passing mentim, 
neither of significance although the second adds a stylish V neck line to 
Ms. Liberty's dress. There is some roughness in the original planchet at 
the centrel high points, something often encountered with even the 
choicest colmials, and peter weakness there endemic to this variety. 
Otherwise sharp. Struck slightly high on reverse allowing the bold an 


all important date to be fully featured, with crisp dentils showing 
below. This coin misses the condition census, but not by much.......$265 
1787 M.14-H M.B.L. Good. A nice low grade coin, once cleaned but now 
retoning light brown. Very smooth witha small striation obscuring part 
of the date, but: one pheon remains strong. Try it.cccccccccccccccccseesl? 
1787 M.19-g.4 D.B.L Very Fine. This coin is a warm light brow witha 
smooth problem free cbverse and strong detail. Unfortunately although the 
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reverse emis ofan | the same at shag oc Th something toxic came in 
contact in places, resulting in patches of slight discoloration and some 
light pitting. Otherwise this coin is a solid canidate for the low end 
of the condition census. Still attractive and far above average......$145 
1787 M.25-b D.B.L. Fine/Very Fine. Pale olive gold with a smooth look and 
feel despite underlying even light porosity. Prdabably scarcer than its 
current R-3 rating. Available in higher grades but still nice at...... $60 
other acknowledged high end coins in the condition census are the '75 EAC 
coin and Taylor 2468. Unlike Taylor this coin has complete legends and 
date (though faint in places) amd much more detail in upper adverse, and 
overall is htop Bg da than the FAC coin, most particularly in upper 
reverse. Don't hold yar breath waiting for a nicer one to come onto the 
market. An opportunity to obtain atme top end rarity......c.ceeeee 09685 
1787 M.30-hh.1 D.B.L. About Very Fine. This is a smooth and attractive 
example of an ET LIR Ewe coin, and well above average for this variety. 
Delightful toning, with the fields a warm medium brown, the legends an 
devices are a shade lighter while there is dark brow toning shadowing 
both. A very small straight clip at 5:00 adverse, all details sharp..$120 
1787 M.32.1-X.3 D.B.L. Fine/Very Fine (R-6). Quite choice. Super glossy 
hard light brown surfaces that are prdlem free. What's left to say? A 
Bobs es example of this rarity that would fit into any collection......$195 
1787 M.32.2-X.1 D.B.L. Very Fine. Here is an excellent affordable yet 
pleasing type coin with light to medium brow’ smooth semi-glossy surfaces. 
There are a few obverse pores of porosity but generally everything is hard 
and original with even wear and a balenced feel. This is a variety that 
can generally be found in Fine or below. After rounding up some of the 
usual suspects I found three VF+ to AEF's and one virtual thc. (Hessberg) 
but as Walter Breen said while cataloging the EAC 75 Sale; "...for some 
reason very difficult to locate dove Fine". Taylor, Norweb, amd Oechsnrer 
all had PIE Sie ds We wes Ke 0 we Re we We ew as Cheb a bho Oks tk ee 
1787 M.32.2-X.2 D.B.L. Very Fine. A very pretty coin m a broad, almost 
Oval flan with a die clip between 9:00 & 10:00 obverse. The surfaces are 
hard and glossy, a rich medium to light brow with sone peripheral deeper 
toning setting it off. There are two laminations, a small triangular one 
below the Bust's nose, and a larger round one obscuring D of INDE in the 
reverse legend. All legends, date, and device outlines are crisp, sone 
weakness in central details. This is a fairly common coin but I was 
surprised when I did a preliminary look into its condition census to see 
how infreqiently it appears in upper grades. The 75 EAC coin was a 
virtual Unc., and the ANS collection has an AEF and a VF20-25. Taylor 
had a VF stronger than this in detail and then it starts falling off 
based qm these Sales: Turoff - F/VF; Oechsner, Schenkle, EAC 76 -— F; not 
in Picker 84 or 91, Roper, Garrett, or Norweb while Hessberg had a VG. 

aot Eigire it mit. Meanwhile Chis Gin COSTS is oa cs beds cca see< be aees 02250 
1787 M.32.2-X.2 D.B.L. Extremely Fine/About Uncirculated. Since listing 
the above coin I picked up this one. It gives ym a chance to pick up a 
high condition census piece, and me a chance to update that census 

Since witing the above. Turns out that one of the misattributed lots in 
the Hessberg sale, #1422, was one of these baies and it is an Unc. so it 
takes its place at the top of the heap. As for this coin, it has mirrors 
for surfaces. Rich chocolate brow with tan highlights and a clip at the 
top of the coin. Though the surfaces are as hard as they get they 

have been marred slightly by tw small clusters of digs, one on each side. 
On the cdverse they are nestled together right below the HC. On the 
reverse they are concentrated to the right of Liberty's neck. No devices 
or legends are disturbed in either case and the digs are thin am shallow. 
Still an qitstanding coin, among the finest known...ccccccsccsecccseee $435 
1787 M.32.7-X.1 D.B.L. Very Good (High R-6). Fromthe Hessberg Sale where 
it was described as follows: "...small letters, light porosity and weak 
strike. Dark brown, light clip at top." Legends and date are full, the 
reverse Slightly stronger than obverse, shallow flaw below R of AUCTORI. 
By no means choice but a presentable example of this rarity. The lot 
ticket, I should add, is included with this and every Connecticut listed 
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here from the Héssberg Gales 640 ccs. ccc ccc ccscccecccesec ee SLOD 
1787 M.33.2-2.5 D.B.L. Virtually Uncirculated. ‘This coin was graded AU-55 
in the Bowers and Merena Schenkle Sale, lot 5697, where it was noted that 
it was "technically nicer than the Taylor coin though not as sharply _ 
struck". The Taylor coin was graied as "AU-50 overall" and called "among 
the finest known, high condition census, if not a canidate for the finest 
known" (and realized $935 in 1987). At this point most experts in the 
field consider Taylor to be the finest, and this coin the second finest 
known. This has traces of mint red on both sides that otherwise are a 
lovely golden brown. The surfaces of this are not as choice as on the 
Garrett coin that's listed a few lots above this as there is a bit more 
light roughness m high points present fromthe original minting, but 

they are glossy and superior to all but the finest Cannect icuts.......$750 
1787 M.33.3-W.1 D.B.L. About Very Fine (R-4). A perfect economy type coin 
as it is a nice two tone brown with semi-glossy surfaces and no real 
problems other than a few toned and tiny Scratches. Strong doubling on 
the first .N in.CONNEC. from misabp lied pancheicc cs dcccccdiescccscvetdnestlll 
1787 M.33.6-KK D.B.L. About Very Fine (Low R-4). Another ideal type coin, 
and excellent for the variety also as the condition census dips down to 

a strong VF. A warm medium to light brown with tan cameo highlighting. 
Surfaces are smooth and glossy and it is well centered to boot. No other 
use was made of either of these dies, the obverse is distinctive for 
having a triple ended ribbon. A real Brey COUN ss ces we sie ows veetaceaebso 
1787 M.33.7-r.2 D.B.L. About Very Fine. A dramatic looking coin. Well 
centered on a semi-glossy and only faintly gramlar planchet that is near 
black in color. A case where dark takes on aesthetic appeal, almost as 

if custom ordered for someone with a flair for black in fashion....... $67 
1787 M.33.7-r.2 D.B.L. Good/Very Good. A very smooth coin, virtually free 
of porosity, unusual for this grade. Medium brown with a nice cameo ..$22 
1787 M.33.12-2.16 B.B.L. Very Fine. Once upon atime this was a lovely 
coin before "M" did it in with some sharp | ject. A os fake golden brown 
with hard surfaces other than the scratched initials and numerous deep 
inflicted straight scratches, both sides. Also an edge defect.........- $30 
1787 M.33.12-Z.24 D.B.L. Very Good (High R-7). The Hessberg coin. Taylor 
offered the two finest known, an Unc. ie ie 75 EXC coin) and a VWF, ard 
mentioned a VG in Stacks 3/73 Sale. Hessberg noted that only 3 others 
besides this coin have been positively identified (possibly a few others 
are rumoured to be extant). Medium brow and fairly reflective despite 
light porosity scattered’ over the surfaces. Full legends and date. A 
diagnostic die crack mns vertically from above Liberty's left shoulder 
through date, blurring 17. Small rim defect at A of verse legend. Very 
rarely offered, examples (including repeat appearances) have entered the 
mark et via auction only fair CL MGS is cca hs ow kw oss Wa ce sh Crk a Ce 
1787 M.33.15-r.1 D.B.L. Very Fine. Smooth and semi-glossy medium brown 
surfaces, one or two tiny dings m the rimthat reqire searching to find 
and otherwise problem free. Well above Sagan es great for type....«..$225 
1787 M.33.15-r.1 D.B.L. Very Good. Smooth medium to light brown with 
OVGrVe ring There, A God CHOay. COllig ss isrccdps s4 i esc chee ok ib ibm $k oon 
1787 M.33.16-Z.15 D.B.L. Fine. Very smooth surfaces with a worderful 
honey brown color. A moderate straight clip at 3:00 obverse. Solid 
detail, this is a great type coin for a budget collector.....ccccccccee $60 
1787 M.33.17-r.1 D.B.L. About Very Fine. Very close to full WF (called 
Choice VF by prior owner). Another nice type coin or hole filler for the 
variety collector. Medium brown and glossy, virtually problem free. Tiny 
rim clip at 3:00 obverse, a trace striation running vertically at left of 
obverse. Struck slightly high, but only the very bottom of the date is 
ort the oe re er rr re oe a ee ee em aT 
1787 M.33.17-gg.2 D.B.L. Fine/Very Fine. Golden tan with darker toning on 
the peripheries, particularly pleasing on reverse. Gene rally smooth 
surfaces with an old inconseqiential scratch across the Bust, well 
centered with bold date. The reverse overall sharper than cbverse. 

Taylor shade stronger at $110, but all detalis, legends etc. on this 
Gfample are Clear apd balenced atin «ses vs pb svc Sen's ¥ Vdd oS ckbcesen eeeeesSlD 
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1787 M.33.19-Z.1 D.B.L. Very Good/Fine. Moderate porosity even across 
both sides but nice detail and pleasing medium and light brown toning..$22 
1787 M.33.27-r.4 D.B.L. Very Fine (R-6). A rare variety unknown in top 


“grades. An AEF in the ANS collection is a camidate for finest know. The 


reverse on this variety always strikes up weak, a result of a damaged die. 
This coin was ore lightly cleaned, but aside from some mted non mint 

red apparent below the retoning on the Bust's cheek one would not readily 
think so as both surfaces are almost fully retoned a natural medium brom. 
ot Senden to both the Taylor and Norweb Specimens (The latter’ brought 
$715), earlier reverse die state than Taylor and well centered with clear 
and complete legends and date. A cinqefold sized flaw at obverse rim 
before C in CONNEC and a minor rim dent on reverse near E of ENDE. 
Generally smooth and reflective and a canidate for the low end of the 
condition SENSIS sé ooG 6 tee eee Oe oe A iad bcs be oe ks as hc Do we 28275 
1787 M.33.28-2.16 D.B.L. Very Fine (R-4). This is the Hessberg coin, 
described there as: "textbook example of the "Snipe Nose" obverse with its 
bold extension of effigy's nose into left field. Some ancient scratches 
in field, sharp details, dark brown with lighter reliefs." Surfaces, 
while not choice, are smooth and more than acceptable with several rim 
nicks ages coin's only other problem. Oechsner had a somewhat stro a 
VF at @eaneeeaevoeoeeoceoeaseeoeeaeeeeeaeseeeseeeeaes ees ees eee eeeeevn es evneeeeeaeeeeoeeee 
1787 M.33.28-Z2.16 D.B.L. Very Fine (R-4). Equal to the above coin in 
detail, struck on an oddly oval flan that is medium to dark brown with 
lighter relief. Surfaces, while not ugly, have significant porosity. 
Which is we Cie ONG StS: OR LM «spaces 6.4 Gas Wehbe 6 0 oe S bias bo cence s OD 
1787 M.33.3/-Z.9 D.B.L. About Uncirculated (R-4). This is the Hessber 
coin and prior to that was in the Hall Collection with his neatly ink 
attribution m the rim. Called a distinct type by Walter Breen in his 
superlative cataloging of the '75 EAC Sale, the E in CONNEC erroneasly 
punched with an F punch and then crudely altered. The commonly accepted 
CONNFC varieties, obverses 43.1 and 43.2, have periods in the obverse 
legends rather than the colons used m this. Described in Hessberg as: 

SS oat ply ope full strike, glossy light brown with single planchet chip 
behind Liberty's head, date is sharp and full." I'll qualify that by 
Saying the shade is more mediumto light brown, not as glossy as Say, the 
Garrett 3l.1l-r.4 listed dove, some hairlines in the adverse left field, 
and the chip is large but not qiite so deep as it appears in the plate. 
However technically this is the 3rd finest known, 4th finest if ym 
elevate the almost problem free EF EAC '75 coin. a notch. That brought 
$450. The finest known is the Unc from the Merkin 10/74 Sale at $1250 
followed by the Garrett AU at $1900. This a comparatively modest.....$695 
1787 M.37.8K.2 D.B.L. Fine. Uneven strike, with detail of VF on left 
hand side but faded at right with mch of right hand legends missing as a 
result. Quite smooth and reflective dark brown surfaces, apparently 
recolored as traces of very muted red show through at som high places. 

NO. Other problems: afd not at all Dade . cies cawiecsc ct ackoscesdncseeas S55 
1787 M.37.8-HH D.B.L. Very Good (R-5). Very smooth and semi-glossy medium 
brown surfaces. A wonderful inexpensive example of this rarity........$45 
1787 M.37.8-LL D.B.L. Very Good (Low R-5). Smooth, reflective and only 
faintly gramilar. Dark brown with some tan high lights, struck’ slightly 
high, effecting the bottom of the date. An uneven strike, with sone 
details stronger and some weaker than the aSsigned grade.....ceceeeee ee $35 
1787 M.37.13-HH D.B.L. Fine (R-5). This is lot #128 from Rosa Anmericana's 
4th fixed price list. I've lowered the grade from the F/VF assigned to it 
there, but it is lovely nonetheless and as described there: "Glossy, light 
brown planchet, with a mmber of small handling marks on either side, 
though none are ta detracting." As a result of my downgrading, it now 
dips below Taylor #2647 to nunber. 7 on the condition census that Rosa 
Americana published. Great eye vf emer gd Sige Be RR As egies 
1787 M.39.1-H.1 D.B.L. About Good/Good (R-6). An AUCTOBI variety. Medium 


brown with a smooth and reflective look despite some underlying porosity. 
The reverse is decidedly stronger than the verse... .ccccccccccscccsee $35 
1787 M.39.1-ff.2 D.B.L. Good/Very Good (High R-6). The news on this one 
is some pin scratch graffite. A thin R H at the top of the averse, ard 
some random scratches on the reverse center are undeniable detractions. 
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Too bad, otherwise it is a decent smooth medium to light olive brow coin 
Chat Js Tetd.to Accates an any COMIC ION. £640 sce snes cs vebvostss cabesecs a t4U 
1787 M.39.2-ee D.B.L. Very Good (Low R-6). Mediumbrow and reflective 
despite fine porosity and mmerqus circulation marks on both sides. The 
obverse is struck high but the B in the blundered AUCTOBI legend is 
complete. The reverse is struck low and dramatically to the right which 
results in most of the date and ET-LIR being off the flan. A bit nicer 
thai this destription« makes -1t Seems 6 ois ojo 5 os athe a ons as (ns noes sceh wea? 
1787 M.41-ii D.B.L. Very Fine (R-4). An AUCTOPI/ETIIB double legend 
blunder Sie ae AUCTOPI/ETIIB varieties are not known above EF. This 
coin is from the Taylor collection where it was included in group lot 
#2598. It is smooth and semi-glossy with tan surfaces with faint 
irredescent highlights. There is a small paper labeled affixed to the 
left of the shield m the reverse with a neat attribution mmber. This 
coin appears stronger and nicer than Taylor #2660, there called VF30 and 
realizing $220. EAC '75 had a stronger AEF that brought $220 then. 
Cechsner #1171 may be at the top of the condition census, a Choice 
Extremely Fine (with minor unlisted scratches) that went for $990. The 
bargain seems to have been lot #49 from Stacks 4/88 sale, which appears 

to have been a nice EP that went for oly $467.50. The other contender 
for finest known is in Roper, a scratc EF there undergraded as a VF 
(that sale is famous for extremely conservative grading! The coin was 
confused with the 42-kk.2 in the sale. Lot #254 is the 4l-ii and #253 the 
42-kk.2. This is a reasmably priced above average example of a major 

t e seldom found FASC oo 0 ka Sw at ew Es ow Reh ok Oh i on oe ec 
1787 M.42-kk.2 D.B.L. About Very Fine (R-4). A second AUCTOPI/ETIIB 
variety. The legends on this are particularly bold, struck on a basically 
smooth dark brown planchet with some faint gramlarity primarily on 
reverse. High points more of a coppery brown, maybe as a result of heavey 
brushing, doesn't appear to have been cleaned. Tiny clip on reverse near 
date. Really rather attractive and very hard to find in this grade...$165 
1787 M.42-kk.2 D.B.L. Extremely Fine (R-4). Then again try to find 
another like this one, which is certainly among the finest know of this 
variety. It is smooth ard semi-glossy, with dark chocolate surfaces with 
lighter highlights. Traces of old gunk within a couple of letters of the 
obverse and one m the reverse are the closest thing to a pradlem that can 
be cited. This variety never strikes up sharply in the centers, but the 
present piece is the full equal of the Roper coin (with minor flaws), ard 
1s stronger than the Crosby plate coin that was sold in New Netherland's 
Fifty First Sale. Another in a noted private collection has nice surfaces 
and 1s a shade weaker than Roper. Coins in Norweb, Taylor, Hessberg, and 
EAC'75 are all Neg weaker. Here's a chance to acquire a coin that is 
at the top oF the condition cengug. . 6 5.3.6 es oss ok 0 44S ue Wak oo 0 don He cua ROO 
1787 M.42-kk.2 D.B.L. Good (R-4). Smooth tan with scattered circulation 
marks. No date but most of legends including all of the blundered letters 
are Clear. Holed and plugged, qiite skillfully when viewed from adverse, 
but plug appears silver on reverse at Liberty's feet... ...cccccccceccee Sl5 
1787 M.48-g.5 D.B.L. About Very Good (High R-6). The last of the coins 
offered here from the Hessberg Sale. Oechsner had a pretty nice example of 
this, a flawless Unc. at $12,100 (ex New Netherlands 5lst). They noted 
none others they could trace above Fine, but they missed the Norweb VF. 
This was described: "notably eroded looking surfaces as m the Taylor 
example. Deep olive brwon, gauging wear is made difficult by exceedingly 
crude planchet." . In fact I upgraded it from their Good, based on 
comparison with the Taylor Fine, which was described in part "surfaces 
nonporous, but streaked." This coin very similiar, full legends amd date 
though BTLIB is weak. Touch of faint verdigris on obverse between C & O 
of CORNEAS on oes ere ih 66 wna Se oe a he we Ee ae oe Ot in kbck hk 5 
1788 M.5-B.2 M.B.R. Fine+ (R-6). Smooth and semi-glossy, medium to light 
Olive brown with high points accented by lighter toning. A few faint 
striations but no problems or signs of an undertype. Nice............$175 
1788 M.11-G M.B.L. Very Fine. Fairly smooth and reflective dark brow 
planchet with a circular clip above ORI on obverse. Good detail, all 3 
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-Qrape vines visible on shield, but’ several old obverse scratches, one 


Somewhat deeper thaticontimues the sloping line of effigy's mail across 
his throat. Alsoa very precise and small begining to what I assume was 
an attempted puncture within reverse legend. White ink attribution 

WM UDGr itt Te he ChVe Tse £16 10s aii vcs sein ok dae Se 60% p UWe w EES cod oshawsasS lO 
1788 M.12.1-F.1 About Very Good (R-4). Late die states (see Oechsner for 
examples), most of legends clear and date full and bold (struck high on 
reverse). Mostly smooth and semi-glossy and dark brown. There are 
several unnatural reverse pits and it is slightly bent at edge.........$23 
1788 M.14.2-A.2 Extremely Fine (Low R-6). The technical grade rcbablely 
is even higher than that assigned here. From a technical stand point this 
is the second finest known, exceeded mly by the Unc. Dr. Hall/ Brand 
Speciman. Unfortunately, struck on a defective planchet with considerable 
irregularity, confined to the rim between 7 and 9 pm obverse and the 
corresponding area of the reverse. The coin's circumfererce is a bit 
ragged there with chipping that was intrinsic to the flan and a few small 
Striations eminating from that area. Otherwise the surfaces are quite 
nice; smooth and cP haar Bagh light brown with almost no ah of wear. _ 
Struck off center on the adverse slightly low and to the left resultimn 

in AUT of legend ripe partially lost and/or on the irregular area. The 
reverse is struck 225 degrees off normal and the off centering as a result 
is to the right and virtually no legends are visible along that rim for 
Similiar reasons as per adverse. The date also is largely obscured by 
Striations. There are tw very faint scrapes in the reverse bottom left 
field. That's everything negative there is to know adaut this coin. It 
Still has strong appeal and is head and shoulders stronger than the next 
contenders in the condition census. The EAC '75 coin was called VF or 
better and the second finest known at that time. It shows more overall 
weakness but better overall balence and a case can be made that it isa 
Superior piece. Oechsner had a weaker scratched VF, granular with sone 
verdigris, and they fall off fromthere. This coin is a prize for the 
rice 1 Ee COM OCR ICUC BEPLES) . sie esx binab bei leke seen sk eovndvaseten 
1/88 M.15-L.1 Very Fine (High R-4). Centers softly struck but on a very 
nice, glossy, medium brow planchet with micho eye appeal unless you don't 
like error coins. This has 2 clips that miraculously dm't marr any _ 
legends. One is circular, at bottom right obverse; the other is straight 
and opposite it, at OR of legend. Oval fla to boot....cccccccccccces $155 
GROUP LOT OF 5 CT COPPERS. Includes 4 coins from my last list, naturally 
heavily discounted. 1786 5.5-M G problem free and reflective (#60); 1787 
19-g.4 G/VG fairly nice, no date (#69); 1787 26-AA VG/F (R-5) granular 
with rim nicks (#71); 1787 32.1-x.3 VG/F (R-6) 2 tone, scattered minor 
flaws, rim pinched at one point (#76); 37.12-LL AG/G (Low R-5) nice light 
brown obverse with one small central flaw, weaker reverse scratched with 
One Pitt aide sel Oh OME Wiles 65k 4 os Kaw do 6 © Uae Wand as boc hc Oe ioe eS O0 
GROUP LOT OF !5 CT COPPERS. Another blow quit lot. Some of these coins 
are only worth $7 or $8, some $20 -$25 possibly a bit more, most are 
Somewhere in between, say $10 to $15, but together you can have them all 
below $9 each (a chance to practice attributions?) . Among the better buys 
are: 1786 5.2-0.2 (Low R-6) charcoal G; 1787 6.l-m very dark F, tches of 
porosity; 1787 33.6-kk (R-4) AG/G; 1787 33.7-r.2 G+; 2 1787 33.3 “2713'S, 
one F+ porous, the other G/VG not as porous; 1788 2.D G+ bent with cut; 
1788 M.15-L.1 (High R-4) F/VF patches of corrosion. Plus you get 7 more! 
1787 17g-4 (Low R-4) G with new scratches; 2 1787 33.17-r.1's, a decent 
AG/G and a porous VG; 1787 42-kk.2 (R-4) AG; 1788 13-A.1 (R-5) green/black 
patina G; 1788 16.3-N VG ‘porous with verdigris; anda mystery Bust Left 
that possibly can be attributed but appears to have obverse double strike, 
porous Fair/AG. Keep some and give SOME awayeccccccccccccccccccsceceee $133 
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1785 Ryder 2 Fine. A landscape variety with the VERMONTS spelling. My 
regular readers know how much I love this uniqely American design. I£ 
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you don't own one, get one (not necessarily one of mine but...). This 


(ahem) is a great budget type coin. Virtually complete legends - the S 
in VERMONTS is mostly gone - and a full clear date. The planchet is a 
pleasing tan in color, reflective, and fairly smooth. All but the 

most exceptional Landscapes have flaws and laminations and this one's not 
exceptimal. One flaw in the central obverse hills and a few not too 
serious reverse laminations and a couple of edge irregularities make up 
the rap sheet m this one. But the reverse center is quite bold and 
evenly balenced. Intermediate obverse die state, die break just 

reaching the plow, nice detail on sun & hills for the grade...........$250 
1785 R.2 ered, Fine. A nice example of the early die state of this 
variety. Light olive brow, abit darker in places, amd struck high on 
the obverse with the top of ONTS RES off the flan, the same for parts of 
QUARTA DECIMA on reverse. The 5 in the date is weak but all else is clear 
and most often bold. The plough and sun over the mountains vignette is 


particularly sharp and pleasing, being totally uneffected by the die 


failure almost always encountered m this variety. The reverse is just as 
sharp. The surfaces are well dove averae fora landscape. There are 
scattered tiny "pits" and striations in the original copper that are 
inconseqiential for this series, and the patina is rather glossy for a 
lanndscape, particularly Of this’ grade...ccccccccccccccvccccccccccecse $345 
1785 R.4 Very Fine (R-4). The only use of the VERMONTIS spelling, and as 
such the scarcest Landscape type coin. This is a variety that is qite 
hard to locate nice or in upper grades. The Bowers and Merena 11/91 
Prontenac Sale was qiite unusual in that it offered four examples! None 
of them were problem free which says something about the variety. This is 
lot #391 from that sale and in my opinion it is probably the nicest of 
those offered and certainly was the best bargain among them. The other 3 
were all at the front of the sale within a featured min of Vermont coins 
that included several significant rarities. This coin was buried in the 
back of the colonial section, unplated along with other colonial odds and 
ends from varied conseignors. My notes said "nicest in sale, glossy," 
There is a smooth flaw (not jagged, porous etc.) depression m the obverse 
above the trees and it is a nice golden brown color. There is a very neat 
and small partial puncture on the reverse at 12:00 which is light years 
less @mtrusive tha that on lot #77, one of the earlier R.4's.....222 $550 
1786 R.6 Fine. One of three VERMONTENSIUM Landscape varieties. A dealer 
friend of mine commented that this is "a really nice 2/3rds of a coin." 
That pretty well suns wel A very uneven strike on a really exceptional 
planchet. pace ps pec ae stipe) Eo with virtually no stiatiions, certainly 
none that can be discern without close examination. The color is a 
lovely two tone olive brown. TENSI(UM RES PUBLI is bold m the adverse, CA 
is lost due to a small circular clip at that point on the flan. The sun 
over the mountains has the strength of a apres VF, as does most of the 
plow. The rest of the obverse fades away ee ly - the date is gme. The 
reverse is less complete; LILA QUARTA DE is fairly strong as is perhaps 60% 
of the all seeing eye and rays/stars. This is actually common with R.6's. 
The buyer of this coin will get a lot of pleasure from it.............$210 
1786 R.6 Extremely Fine. Complete with ANACS color certificate for those 
to whom that matters. Struck well off center low, with the lip of the 
excess planchet extending almost 1/8th of an inch beyond the sharply 
articulated dentils at the top of the coin. Asa result the bottom of the 
date and the top of LICA-in the obverse legend are off of the flan. All 
obverse details are bold with. an exquisate sun over mountains. In fact 
the obverse surface is among the finest I have ever viewed, better on 
whole than some Uncs, being absolutely flawless, hard, and glossy - with 
faint traces of mint luster in the upper legend. The reverse falls a bit 
short of those superlatives, having two qiite shallow central flaws and a 
few old pin scratches that are fully toned and not readily apparent. The 
legends are full (although fading in places) along with all of the stars 
and 90% of the rays - loss of detail attributed entirely to striking 
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characteristics, not to wear. The reverse is just as hard and glossy as 
the obverse, with a bit mre faded mint luster in the legends. Both sides 
Are a Pleasing MEAIUM DOW. cescceccccscccccccccecccccccqescccsccesces $005 
1786 R.7 Very Good/Fine. Another VERMONTENSI(M abet & A nice contrast 
of medium to dark brown fields with light olive browm th points. The 
Surfaces are no match for the last tw coins, but overall qiite acceptable 
being only lightly Rees in places m the averse with no notable flaws. 
The reverse is similiar with a bit more porosity, a couple of small 
Striations, and small ale of old verdigris within some pores of the 
porosity. What makes this coin appealing is its perfect centering and 
strong complete adverse legends and date. The reverse is also wll 
centered although parts of DECIMA are not present. A good choice for, as 
they tet the collector m A DUG ete cece escccccccscccccccccccccceses SLOD 
1786 R.9 Mailed Bust Right Good. This is the distinctive and almost comic 
“Baby Head" variety. I know these have been a dime a dozen in recent | 
ars but they are never smooth and glossy and this one is. Fairly dark 
rown, the obverse dam near flawless. A strong profile of bay and not 
mich else but (s)he is flawless; me old pin scratch across the neck is 
all, with no flaw bigger than a pin head elsewhere. Reverse has a few 
flaws more, still trivial for the variety, a full if weak INDE, decent 
central detail and some more toned pin scratches. Honest, if you want 
a Baby Kead that approaches flawless and is glossy, good luck affording 
a better one than EAS ie Caan 6 SERRE LA RR Ace WO Eke we oe OER cae kOe cc IAS 
1786 R.10 Draped Bust Left Very Fine (R-4). D.B.L. Vermonts compete to 


see which is least wretched. By that scale this one does Pretty well. 


Dramatically off center fore and aft. Obverse low towards right cutting 
off the tops of TORI. But there is a bold false rim at upper left with a 
Significant crescent of planchet extending beyond it. Details are sharp, 
the fields are matt olive brown while the high points are olive gold an 
reflective. The reverse is very similiar, struck high with most of ETLIB 
off of the flan while INDE and the date are strong and sharp. While 
there is scattered light pitting it is qite shallow and less pervasive 
than commonly seen. Free of flaws and striations save a tiny surface 
Crack on the reverse left of Liberty's head. This coin has strong visual 
a ae especially if yo appreciate the error striking aspect........$225 
1786 R.10 D.B.L. Fine (R-4). This coin is from the second sale of the 
Picker Collection held in May by Stacks, lot 242. Less detail than above 
but well centered on a dark brown and semi-glossy flan that is faintly 


gramilar with no pitting and just a few minor flaws, none being at all 


deep and the only two worth noting are along the rim. One is at the base 
of pees below INDE, not effecting the legend and just touching the 
egde of the seated goddess. The other is on the obverse and even smaller, 
touching the R in AUCTORI which is somewhat weak to begin with, lacking AU 
The reverse legends and date are strong. Tough to ig a on cheaply. $145 
1786 R.1l D.B.L. May? Good (R-5). Technically might be Fine but I feel 
more comfortable with VG due to some serious porosity, pitting et al. 
Nonetheless high points are reflective plus a nice color; two tone medium 
and light brown, and detail holds up fairly well. Almost full legends and 
date. The Bust stands out pretty NICELYocscccscccsccccccvccccccscccces S05 
1787 R.14 M.B.R. Very Fine. Sharp VF detail; bold date, strong legends, 
and all stripes on shield are clear. What sets this coin apart are its 
Surfaces. It is a very pleasing light brow, brilliantly glossy and 
smooth. This is a coin that has never been cleaned or treated in any way 
harshly. It has been softly bmshed or carefully wiped with cotten @m 
many occaisions is my, and the former owner's, guess. Now with that 
natural almost polished look that traditional "pocket pieces" sometimes 
display. A real se) catcher in the best sense of that phrase. Very 
preee and outstanding as either a type coin or example of R er 14...8285 
787 R.14 M.B.R. Very Fine. Lot 250 and plated in the secorm Picker Sale. 
This struck on a small, thick planchet. A shade less detail overall than 
the above, some weakness at a of some legends and date from proximity to 
rim due to flan's size. Calle " pleas ing eep walnut brow." I never 
Ss apt. Also quite glossy, with 


thought of that descriptve phrase but it 
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a thin jagged crack from rim to Bust ahd tw, as they say, "ancient" 
scratches on overse, neither very S€riouS...cccccccccccccccccccccesee $165 
1787 R.16 M.B.R. Finet+t. Well centered and evenly struck on a deep olive 
brown flan with lighter relief. Another glossy coin. Ino loner handle 
common Bust Right Vermonts unless they are very cheap or glossy. There 
are enough of them around for both of us to be selective. Typically they 
come dull but so what. hold out for something better. This one is smooth, 
with a touch of light porosity literally at reverse rim and a shallow 
Small rough spot at reverse center as often seen. Legends/date Sharp. $145 
1787 R.16 B.B.R. Fine+. This one is just a touch nicer than the above in 
that the date is slightly bolder and the color is lighter. So is the coin 
Which is struck on a very thin planchet with 2 natural depressions in the 
central area of the reverse. Free of porosity and, natch, glossy.....$165 
1787 R.16 M.B.R. Fine. This is the cheap one, but even so it isn't bad. 
Again, I amoffered enough of these so that Y could hold cut for one that 
offered good value. Nicely centered and balerced strike, medium to dark 
brown with even microscopic porosity and two tiny flaws, one on the center 
of each side. Minor bend to right of date, but overall NICE. eeeeeeeeee $50 
1788 R.20 M.B.R. Good/Very Good. This variety doesn't pop up as often as 
commonly imagined, though I wouldn't go so far as to say it is rare. For 
example, the affore cited Frontenac sale had every Vermont variety through 
Ryder 31 except R.5, R.19, R.20, and R.22; of those aside from the R.20 
the Ryder 19 is cmsidered most common at Rarity 5 and the others are 
rarer still being 7 and 6 respectively. The adverse o this coin is the 
stronger side with everything fully legible, while the reverse fades out 
in places due to wear. But the coin is problem free, smooth and glossy 

(I warned you in Copper Tome that my buying had slanted heavily towards 
glossy Colonials - by and large I feel they are far more desirable 
precisely because they are in general infreqiently encountered) and a 
Breet y Light Drowh> £00108. eves occas dee eo ck ie ed oe bb ok bool sce oes 6 RTT 
1788 R.22 M.B.R. Very Fine (R-6). Dark gray/brow, both sides evenly 
porous across the entire surface. A very dull looking coin due to the 
porosity, but with full VWF detail, clear legends etc. and a strong date 
that is completely on the fla. A fairly early state of the reverse die 
failure with the arc from Liberty's foot to arm just begining to form. 
While the porosity is serious it does not cross over into corrosion so all 
design elements are fully intact and the coin is well centered. This is a 
rare variety that was lacki in the Garrett, Cole, amd Taylor sales (as 
well as in Frontenac). A F12/VG8 example in Bowers and Merena's 3/89 sale 


that was described as "Rough and somewhat granular in appearance, pale 


7 _ pa 

eE oe in color" broug $522.50. This should be worth at least..$475 
788 R.25 M.B.R. Fine/Very Fine. Struck on an extroadinarily broad flan 
(almost 29mm.) with full obverse dentils. Dark olive brow with sone 
lighter high lights on basically smooth surfaces with scattered po ros ity. 
The planchet is somewhat bent at INDE. The obverse is worth the price of 
admission alone, with sharp dentils framing bold legends and a reflective 
Surface that makes for a somewhat dramatic appearanCe......cccccccceeee $85 
1788 R.29 M.B.R. Fine (R-5). You can see fromthe above prices how much 
of a difference surfaces make with Vermont coppers. We are back to glossy 
with a vengence with this very rare coin. Light olive brow, S lig ht 
roughness and porosity in the original copper planchet but wonder fully 
smooth to the touch with brilliant surfaces. Small straight clip at 10:00 
obverse not affecting legends which, along with the date, are clear and 
full (very top of INDE off flan). Obverse state of die break similar to 
Norweb 5093. If lot 5093 fromthe Bowers and Merena's Four Landmark 
Collections Sale (3/89) is a F-15, this is a rock solid F-12 but far nicer 
than that perce which brought $935 and was "somewhat rough and granular, 
dark gray-brown in color." Ryder 29 is usually found in low grades, This 


if an Unusually Choioe See tian ss 6 sxc o a6 nsec lo os ous bok bad ck ect dvecpic cheese 
1788 R.31 M.B.R. Very Fine (Low R-5). This coin is within hailin 
distance of the condition census witha reverse that's on the bold side 
for the variety. I wish I had it to describe better but it is Frontenac 
lot #117. This one was "underlined" in my catalog with "Nice color, 


glossy". So many of the available R.3l's fall short on both of those 
scores. There are a couple of rim dents that do definately detract some 
but the "traces of old inactive verdigris" are exactly that, traces arourd 
or in a few letters that are faint and not even green.....cccecceceee e995 
121. GROUP LOT OF 4 VERMONT COPPERS. Includes 2 coins from my last list, at 
belwo wholesale as the ete 1786 R.11 G (R-5) full date and most of 
legends but ugly (#135); 1788 R.16 G or close to it, very smooth with nice 
color; 1788 G small crack at rim, not at all bad; 1788 R.27 VF but 
corroded (#140); packaged together for a Mere... ..ccccccccccccccccceees S100 


MASSACHUSETTS SILVER COINS 
122. 1652 Pine Tree Shilling Large Planchet Noe 1] Very Fine (R-4). A 


distinctive type in the series, with the MASATVSETS spelling of averse 
legend and retrograde N's. Struck on an capa sme eoes | large. almost oval 


123. 1652 Pine Tree Shilling Sml1l1 Planchet N.19 Very Fine (R-6). This coin is 
certified VF by ANACS but it is a shade weaker than the Norweb speciman, 


tight in poe the full legends, both 
lan. Surfaces are smooth 
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flan. Reverse is centered as is normal with only the very top of a few 
letters in the legend falling off the planchet. Again all details are 
Strong in keeping with the grade. The surfaces are generally smooth, 
light gray fields and silver contrast. A very small dig is nestled neatly 
between the diagonal and the last crossbar in the N of NEW ENGLAND, could 
be the begining of an attempted piercing but given its size and placement 
the impact on the coins appearance is minimal. This is the most common of 
3 varieties of Pine Tree Sixpences, if the ratings are accurate that means 
less than 60 are still in existance of the denomination. In fact they 
seldom come up for sale, especially in comparison with the more popular 
Shillings which, being larger, are more prized by average collectors. 
However they are imny opinim anong the nost u erappreciated and valued 
of Colonial coins. It doesn't take college mth to figure out how many 
Red Book type collectors putting together a a set of only the nost 
basic Colonial type coins it would take to completely dry up the available 
Supply of this Pine Tree GeiOMINALION. « « ..cwis s bass bc ses db sb ewe s sab cc ahB35 


MASSACHUSETTS COPPER COINS \ 
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1787 Ryder 3-A Half Cent Very Fine (R-5). A very scarce variety that 
almost always comes like this one with obverse central weakness due to 
the bulging of the die, as such grading is done by peripheral details 
and the appearance of the reverse. Smooth and reflective dark olive 
brown, the obverse has a couple of small old pin scratchs now fully é 
toned. The reverse is quite nice and overall it is slightly above average 
for this variet COO C OSC OH E MESO OHS CE eere vere neensereseesecerecescoccces 9200 
1787 R.4-C Half Cent Very Fine. An altogether pleasing coin that came out 
of an Early American Coppers Cmvention auction a couple of years ago. 
Unlike a mimber of MA half cents I've seen auctioned recently it has hard 
surfaces with much Gostek wi gloss (many of the MA coins offered in the 
just conpleted Frontenac Sale were Apa tha ee in that regard which will 
make some of the prices realized misleading.) It has atiny clip visible 
from the reverse above M in the legend. The obverse has three small nicks 
on the rim, and unfortunately the reverse shield did not strike up well 
Showing only traces of the denomination although the overall strike, 
especially the Eagle, is sharp. That all saves you about 30% on the price 
and I promise you'll like this coin when ym see its surfaces and 
Sc MCC LVS -bWe..tone:- 6 IL Ve GoW COIOE. is oe sda c'n's sok 0s 65 Was 60 6 Ca ek owes PALO 
1787 R.4-C H.C. Very Fine. The most typically encountered 1787 var iety in 
less than typical cmdition. This coin shows corrosion from exposure 
during burial, but it may well once have been a sharp EF judging from what 
remains. That includes a strong Eagle and bold MASSACHUSETTS, a clear 
Indian and the first half of CCMMONWEALTH. The date is barely hanging in 
there. Dark brown and a perfect exanple of a damaged high grade coin that 
coild well be preferred over an average low grade example at the same 
rice. Whatever you might choose, every collector of U.S. coins should 
ave at least one Mass. half cent, the only Colonial use of the 
denomination and the precursor to its use in Federal COIN BGG. bac suecce 6 855 
1787 R.5-A About Extremely Fine. Dark olive brown, hard and lossy. Bold 
strike showing full se on Indian and hair detail, but with slight flaw on 
Indian's skirt and a little roughness on the reverse shield as made. An 
interesting piece, showing detail of a higher grade and choice surfaces 
except where detailed above. Far above ave rage..cccccccccccccccsccee e $350 
1788 R.1-B H.C. Choice About Extremely Fine. This is a perfect type coin 
that easily surpasses most coins of a higher grade. Very hard and glossy 
light brown surfaces that are free of problems and perfectly balenced. 
Strong Half Cent m the shield along with many of the shield lines. Sone 
would call this a full EF (or better based on the surfaces); it is much 
nicer than any of the AU's in Frontenac (though some were rarer). Well 
wo rth a PION M, -sorecccecssecscscesssssscercecscsccascccccscesorsesnss S435 
1787 R.2b-A Cent (as are all that follow) Fine. A nice example of the Red 
Book "Horned Eagle” variety. A smooth and nicely reflective dark brow 
with patches of lighter coloration om the Indian. This waild make a great 
1787 budget type coin; solid detail and desireable......ccccccccccccece $85 
1787 R.2b-# Fine/Very Fine (R-5). A variety that doesn't show up often, 
and when it does it usually has problems (kind of like ateenager). Alert 
readers will recognize that line from my last list where I used it fora 
2b-C, but it's just as true here and I still like it. Besides, there it 
was on the screen when I called the file up to add to and revise the prior 
list and why waste it. Anyway, this is an amazing coin, with brilliant 
chocolate brown surfaces. I£ you've seen many 2b-E's you'll know why I'm 
so excited about this one. Smooth would be a@m insult to it. There is a 
rim ding om the reverse to the right of the final T in the legend but 
don't quibp ies Tet we, this coin-de acfind: « vwat sos chs soe as casks as $035 
1787 R.4—D Very Good (R-4). Smooth reflective chocolate brown, a rim 
clip that is cut diagonal to the planchet is visible on the reverse onl 
above ASS, quite unusual for a MA copper given the tight quality that mint 
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was known for. The reverse has detail of a higher grade but the obverse 
is weak along the right edge with 3 toned scratches coming off that rim 
towards the arrow. These critters are hard to find, nice especially. I 
know, I spent 2 years locking for a better ONE sc cccvccescccccccscesevcces $00 
1787 R.6-G Very Fine/Extremely Fine (R-¢). Above average for this variety 
that often comes on dark granular planchets. This one is dark bronw, with 
some lighter highlights. “And it does have minimal microscopic porosity, 
but overall is smooth and reflective. Detail approachs that of the Norweb 
coin. A couple of points of roughness in the flan in the centers and a 
circular dig at the top of the Eagle's wing that tends to get lost in the 
lines of the feathers. Despite The Red Book's slight tilt towards 1788 
Cents; the 1787 Cents (excepting the "Horned Fagle") are noticeably harder 
to attain in high grades (as a contributer to the 1993 edition I put in 
my two cents to correct that, we'll'see if it changes)......cccceceeee $275 
1787 R.6-G About ry ee ae Fine (R-¢). The obverse on this is very mch 
like the above except a shade more deatail and sone roughnes at the rim at 
MON and a couple of edge ticks. The reverse is moderately porous over 
most of the surface, again with slightly more detail than the prior coin. 
Still rather attractive with a lot of detail for the MONE Ye cccccccccee SLED 
1788 R.2-B Extremely Fine. From Frontenac but insufficient info for me 
to now catalog or price. Call for details. 
1788 R.3-A Fine/Very Fine (High R-4). Chocolate brown with microscopic 
ghey | that makes this coin appear dull although the surfaces are 

as ically smooth and otherwise problem free except for a small old scratch 
on the arm holding bow. The centers are notably stronger than the area 
near the rim, very common with 3-A's. Asa result the CENF® is bold mm 
the shield which is NIG@. Seis Vasa se bes Sons c Uatebe saws Ofna. bin Fe . G80s 
1788 R.4-G Very Good (Low R-5). Smooth and chocolate brown, a couple of 
trace striations and a very small rim bmise but it fair to call this 
problem free with just honest wear. There is even a partial CENT on the 
Eagle's breast, full legends and the like. A quite scarce variety.....$70 
1788 R.6-N Fine/Very Fine. A No Period after § variety, one of only 2 
1788 reverse dies with that (lack of) feature. Smooth medium brow and 
semi-glossy surfaces with no problems. Full CENT on reverse, though the 
E_ is weak, well balenced with no weak spots in the legends or anywhere 
else that cauld normally be expected at this grade. Nice type coin...$165 
1788 R.7-M Very Fine/Extremely Fine (Low R-5). A warm medium to light 
brown planchet. This coin has the type of surface that everyone wants to 
find. MA copper is my specialty and this coin is as hard an ‘glossy as 
any circulated example ¥ have ever seen. There are a few rim nicks, for 
the most part at the reverse lower left. Also a few toned scrapes in the 
reverse field from the Eagle's neck to the US in the legend that are quite 
Shallow and noticeable primarilly because the surfaces are otherwise so 
choice. Very, very attractive ard MoO LCS wh st 006 ois 6b eves 6 en 6 hwa ese OOo 
1788 R.7-H Very Good (Low R-5). Mediumbrow and reflective with light 
porosity on both sides, a rimbmise or tw, am detail perhaps stronger 
by "a few points" than the grade assigned. Also a faint depression in the 
planchet but nicer than this makes it sound and what do yor expect for.$40 
1788 R.10-L Very Fine. A nice, essentially problem free coin (small 
reverse rim bruise, short thin scrape obverse top along rim). A warm 
medium brown and glossy, Nery Dreley As A CMe Coin. . ug ck pune ig sbi see tD 
1788 R.10-L Very fine. A slight thinning in the planchet at one end 
resulted in the Indian's head striking weakly, and the date almost not at 
all (the 17 and very top of 8's can cet Ae: made out). Asa resultof 
that and a few trivial surface marks on this reflective medium brow coin, 
I pane it up inexpensively and can sell it for JUGRS 0 00-00 b5e6 46 uae sel O 
1788 R.11-E Very Fine (R-4). Dark chocolate with plain old chocolate 
relief on a smooth (not gramlar) planchet but wit partially matt like 
fields and more reflective devices. Overall pleasing with very sharp 
central details and an old sratch on reverse across center that skips over 
the shield and so doesn't distract much. Sharper and far nicer than the 
Taylor VF. Infrequently offered, let alone as IGE Gs i dead bss cued ees ten 
1788 R.11-F Very Fine/Extremely Fine (R-5). Very reflective despite light 
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corrosion covering each side Pret ice | from long burial. Dark brow. A 
coin that ordinarily I would suggest s ipping despite having the nicest 
corroded surfaces imaginable since; who needs corrosion? Maybe you if ya 
want an l1-F that is smack dab in the (technical) condition census. They 
are very difficult to come by in upper grades. This piece has very sharp 
detail and with the gloss and all it looks better than it should......$125 
1788 R.12-M Fine+. As choice as it gets for this grade, deep olive brow 
with all raised areas a paler shade resulting in a lovely cameo effect, 
especially since the fields are quite glossy with the devices only 
Slightly less so. It nicely mimics the appeal associated with frosted 
proofs in basic "look". One minor bruise m@m the rim on reverse at the 
last S, and that's the whole dow side on this DUGEGCY COllns sas.cee csc SLe 
GROUP LOT OF 4 BA CENTS. Includes 3 coins off my last list, now heavily 
discounted. 1788 10-L AVF black and porous; 1788 11-E G+ nice problem 
free (#159); 1788 11-F G (R-5) smooth, nice (#160); 1788 15-M F (R-5) but 
ugly, dented etc. (#162). At an inventory CIS OLING, so co saws sc ue oss 4 2.00 
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1787 Newman 1-B Fine+ (R-4). Rarity ratings used here for Fugios are 
taken fromthe masterful seven part series qm them written by Michael Ss. 
McLaughlin and published in Penny-Wise during 1988 and 1989. In addition 
to rarity ratings he compiled detailed condition census information which 
will also be cited here, although Pugio's are a fluid area where the 
census is changing perhaps faster than in some other areas. Some of you 
ma y remember seeing this coin listed on my list from last Decenber. Well 
it"s back, there's a story behind that but I'm just going to skip to the 


. Raya facts which are; good that you waited cause now you can save 


ig bucks buying it now. The cross after date Red Bock type, fairly 


scarce - more so than the 8 pyle. Star variety (see below). This coin 
F 
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has been graded as high as F15/VF20 by Bowers and Merena in their 
Kingswood Galleries Mail Bid Sales. It's semi-glossy two tone dark brwon 
tan. No problems, Fugio a bit weak but clear. The cross after date 
is Sree! TEVErse Stronger CNA GOVOLSO. ik ccc voc hd ccasicps cho ekinncnscto95 
1787 N.3-D Club Ray Fine (R-4). First in a run of Club Ray Fugio's for 
Sale here. Club Ray varieties collectively make up only a small fraction 
of the Fugios extant. I'ma strong buyer of them when the price is right 
because t ey are 1)pretty 2) rare and 3) likely to be wanted by the casual 
collector who keeps more than one Fugio. That's a prescription for a coin 
becoming hard to get qiickly if more U.S. collectors take a passs ing 
interest in Colonials (mich the same as the situation with Head Left NJ's 
discussed earlier). Keeping in mind that Club Ray varieties are not 
known above EF, there should be one here for anyone out there seeking one. 
This coin is the cheapie, having ample detail and problems that keep it 
humble. Details are sharp and the color is a nice light brown, but both 
Sides are heavily pitted and the rimis dented in a few DIAC C8. 4000305 ia) 
1787 N.3-D Club Ray About Fine (R-4). Choice amd I do mean choice honey 
brown surfaces; hard glossy and problem free. The obverse has a weak 
center though the bey bene oe legends etc. are strong. The reverse center 
is stronger, perhaps there is minute dishing in the flan. Som old 
deposits within some letters of WE ARE ONE. Every list I seem to have one 
low grade coin that has color and surfaces that defy its modest state of 
preservation. This I think is that coin. Great appeal.............+-$190 
1787 N.3-D Club Ray Abaut Very Fine (R-4). Kicking it up a step, this 
coin is light brown, struck on a planchet that urder magnification only 
shows faint granularity in the original copper. Post minting there is no 
Sign of surface deteriation other than wear. It is quite smooth an 
glossy. One small depression at ONE in reverse legend. Slight weakness 
in the Sun Dial mmerals keeps this from being a full VF and in fact that 
is a striking characteristic of this variety, according to McLaughlin. 
Overall lovely. To be honest no matter how much I like Club Rays I waild 
not ordinarilly have as many of one variety stocked as I do now except I 


kD ks 


L925 


153. 


154. 


i155. 


156. 


Lo Ts 


couldn't tum any but the first one down and I got that one first!....$295 
1787 N.3-D Club Ray About Extremely Fine (R-4). This tops it off. As 
nice as the surfaces were on lot #149 this one is better plus it has 

tha detail befitting its grade. In fact it may be a full EF just with 
Striking weakness on the dial as noted above; both lines at the base of 
the dial are unbroken and everywhere else is sharp. Bold legends and 
wonderful detail on the face of the sun. Choice ard honey brown......$750 
1787 N.4-E Club Ray Very Fine (R-¢). A tan planchet that has a faint "Ss" 
warp to it, resulting in an uneven strike. Only Beene when seen from 
edge. Predominantly smooth, glossy and just faint y granular. A moderate 
flaw on obverse at bottom of dial face, plus a few tiny ones scattered 
across both sides mostly near rims. Obverse has very bold MIND YOUR 
BUISNESS, strong FUGIO, and strong rays and sun dial on left side of coin 
but the date and upper right corner are weak. Reverse is more balenced 

(a UNITED STATES variety) with clear legends and Crisp rings. The color 
and glossy surfaces of this coin make it qiite MPSA LING. .scescecscees 9550 
1787 N.¢-E C.R.Very Fine/Extremely Fine (R-4). A strong adverse strike, 
with full facial details on the Sin, all numerals on the sun dial, and all 
other details sharp. On a brassy flan with faint violet overtones. 
According to McLaughlin "This variety comes with all elements nicely sunk 
into the die except the sun face which is usually weakly struck... Almost 
never seen without a planchet clip, striae also plague this variety." 

Well we got a sharp sun face, and no Clip. 2 otof 3 ain't bad: Minute 
Striae scattered across both sides, nothing to distract except at very 
center of reverse where a large flaw in the planchet is a definate 
distraction, taking out the RE of WE ARE ONE and the UNof UNITED. Both 
reverse cinqefoils strike up along with all unaffected legends. Not 
Known above EF, and a real-find for the obverse alone....cccccccccccee $425 
1787 N.8-B Fine/Very Fine. This is a perfect coin if you can live withait 
full oe grade detail. Everything is here, just worn consistent with 
the grade. Lovely light brown, glossy and dam near flawless (a ranking 
higher than problem free in my vocabulary). Another UNITED STATES variety 
with full legends, date etc. Even a faint incurse Sun within the rings. 
By now you Know that I don't price based on technical grade - sone go 
high, some’go Jows This is. a premium Coin. s cus «snc cee ccc cc coeeces caeS210 
1787 N.9-P About Extremely Fine (High R-¢). This is a perfect coin if you 


can't live without full upper grade detail. It took discipline to stick 
About in front of Extremely Fine because the surfaces pull fora higher 
grade. This has the nost esthetic appeal of any Fugio on this list, since 
it boasts a consistent strong strike on top of choice surfaces that are 
flawless and problem free. Light chocolate brow and beeming, this is 

an ideal type coin for someone who wants only the best and can't afford to 
pay for it (a common Urc. this nice wald be two grand plus). It doesn't 
furt that it may also make the bottom of the condition CENSUS. 2.222266 $500 
1787 N.12-M Fine (R-4). Here's a coin for everyone who was begining to 
think that I believe all Fugios are choice. Dark brow with sone lighter 
high points. Fairly heavy porosity pause each side. Nice enough if yo 
only want an affordable Fugio that shows some decent detail (strong 
complete MIND YOUR BUISNESS, FUGIO, 1787, etc.) without being holed, bent, 


Or in some other way mutilated or corroded to Hell and back............$85 
1787 N.12-KK Very Good (R-6). Pale olive gold, both sides Pon euss While 
not cleaned, it wouldn't surprise me if this coin was buffe up at some 
point, though not at all harshly. If so mre power to whoever did it, 
Since the coin's high points especially are now nicely reflective without 
the damage/downer of hairlines, and it has a smooth look and feel. Also 
possible the porosity is ancient and catinued wear led to its Current 
somewhat pleasant state. Even wear for grade, all legends clear......$225 
1787 N.13-X Uncirculated. Perhaps the most common of the varieties found 
in the famous New York hoard and so the easiest to find Unc. But not so 
easy to get like this. Mostly mint red with the reverse featuring over 
75% Original color with full luster where it isn't interrupted by tiny 
Stria in the original copper. One very small planchet flake at the base 


161. 


162. 


163. 


164. 


165. 


166. 


167. 


168. 


169. 


of a Sun ray in the right field and otherwise flawless (aside from the 
afore mentioned acre of stria which barely break the patina). A bold 
Strike with all features sharp includeng FUGIO which often fades in part 
on 13-X"s. Fairly strong clash marks in obverse fields if anything make 
it more appealing. Struck slightly off center bringing the reverse rings 
to the edge of the rim. Not quite choice for the grade but clearly above 
average: aim the mint red makes this "Sexy" oso. «sees evens v0 nase be 500 05005 
1787 N.15-Y¥ Fine/Very Fine (Low R-4). The 8 pointed star on label variety 
in the Red Book. Light brown fla with a few minor diagmal striations. 
Fairly glossy despite some light circulation marks. Overall strong strike 
with a sharp top 8 pointed star but the FU of FUGIO does not strike up. 
The color and surface leaves this with above average eye appeal fora 

low to mid OPO G FUG Os sai 6 Gis yw 6 wee owes oe Rk a se 
1787 N.15-Y About Very Fine (Low R-¢). Also light brow and fairly glossy 
with somewhat more detail than the aove coin; all elements are strong am 
complete. Perhaps most impressive, the lower 8 pointed star is full 
though pepbagieee | faint - something not always found even on upper grade 
pieces (see next lot). This coin however, like so many colonials, has its 
down side. The adverse has several long old scratchs mostly on the son 
and rays; fortunately they are toned over and not nearly as distracting as 
Sees Bee otherwise be. Also a very small ding on the left rim......$225 
1787 N.15-Y¥ Extremely Fine (Low R-4). How to say this. This coin is a 
monster untill you look at the edge. McLaughlin lists 23 VF's in his data 
base but only One AU and one EF, and this definately is an EF. I owned 
the Oechsner EF recently and was able to compare it side by side with this 
coin and this technically is stronger with no area of weakness in the 
rayS, a stronger FUGIO, somewhat more detail on the dial, and a stronger 
second 8 pointed star. It is, chocolate brown with smooth reflective 
surfaces that fall short of the choice Oechsner coin. Also a moderate 
semi-circular clip at obverse bottom right and struck off center to the 
right (as seen fromthe cbverse). Fromthe obverse that pretty much suns 
it up, from the reverse one becomes concerned, and looked at from the edge 
you fully see the pare reeding someone thoughtfully added with his pen 
knife or other such implement. His (or her) inspiration probaly was the 
broad dentils that can clearly be seen at the top of the coin where there 
is excess flan. Figure for yourself what this is worth. I figure....$395 
1787 N.16-H Very Good (R-5). It seems my standards have tightened or I 
had just finished looking at sub par coins when I described this coin for 
my last list (go ahead, pull it out). It really is nice but I'm herein 
toning down the descriptive verbage slightly to the following; smooth and 
semi-glossy, light brown with some darker brown in peripheral fields. 
Strong and full date and legends on obverse, sun shows some details but 
his ra and the sun dial are very weak. Reverse legends now read E ARE 
ONE and ATES, but rings are clear, quite nanees & O.K. No one bought 

this coin and return it. I just look at each coin in inventory again 
before relisting and make ay needed changes. There, I feel better...$135 
1787 N.16-N Good (R-4). Very wom and very nice. Very smooth and very 
reflective. Very few flaws. Very little of the sun and dial left. But 
the date and FUGIO are clear, along with most of MIND YOUR BUSINESS. The 
reverse is stronger, sharp rings, partial WE ARE ONE. Tan......eeeeeee $70 
1787 N.17-S Fine (R-5). Reflective light golden brown with scattered 

a hes porosity on both sides. Full strong MIND YOUR BUSINESS (and all 
other legends); half the muimerals on sun dial clear as well........2--$185 
1787 N.1/7-S Fine (R-5). A second example, this one on a smooth semi- 
glossy tan planchet, except there is also some pitting on the obverse 
only. Everything is there, a shade less averse and a shade more reverse 
detail than the prior lot. Take YOUT CHO ICC ccc v0.0 dc nye 000600 0es oe 0 9L05 
1787 N.18-H Very Good (R-6). Basically smooth, just a bunch of 
circulation marks is all really. Definately reflective with a mottled 
obverse of dark brown and tan and a reverse closer to cameo with dark - 
fields and tan high points. Strong adverse clashing, nice for grade..$165 
1787 N.18-U Fine/Very Fine (R-4). Pretty honey brown color on a generally 
smooth planchet that is semi-glossy. Natural flaw at rim at right base of 


the sun dial and in corresponding area on reverse. Reverse is strong for 
the assigned grade and shows evidence of miltiple Clashing with a incuse 
sun peeking through a ring at the bottom. Strong cbverse clash marks in 
field BAI 8 6:0 obvi o's 6a View wihis o's OS Ss CR eet oo PRON Ue ooo bk ae Ce 
170. 1787 N.19-Z About Fine (R-5). This is a label with raised rims type coin. 
My guess is it's on the high side of the R-5 rating because they don't 
come up often. This is the first that has made it onto one of my lists. 
A very pretty coin, tan quite smooth and reflective with absolutely no 
problems. The strike is a bit uneven with the right side on both sides 
weaker than the left. MIND YOUR BUSINESS is uniformly strong which is 
We Or ce LOWER OUNCE SOCE, 5 oo 5 ic SSS is hyo so neti cheeti cg. ek Se 
171. 1787 N,22-M About Very Good (R-5). Let me set the record straight on 
something. Some coins, like this, can be both porous and smooth. It 
tends to poree in lower grades when a coin picks up a polished feel from 
constant handling, kind of like a rock in the surf: Tan, smooth, glossy 
and lightly porous. Date weak but there, other obverse legends full and 
clear with some central weakness. Reverse weaker, all the varied rings 
are clear though. A variety only discovered in 1959... .ccccccccccceeceST75 
172. "1787" Fugio Fantasy Piece Uncirculated. A modern fabrication with the 
obverse replicated but without numerals m the dial. Reverse has only 
the following inscription: THE FOUNDERS' ISOLATIONISM DEVELOPED U.S. 
FOR IT IS A BASIC LAW OF LIFE. From my last list. Someone did call in 
with the story but I can't find where I put my notes. Cafirmed as being 
somewhat common (for this type of thing). What I recall is that it 
harkens back I believe to the 50's and it was issued by a gentleman who 
was cdbsessed with a political vision that he tirelessly Promoted. This 


is actually an att ractive op eer er eee rae | ew ae) IE eae i) 


MISCELLANEOUS PRE-REVOLUTION COLONIALS 


FRENCH COLONIALS are a under appreciated area of U.S. Colonial Numismatics, 
especially when yo figure how close many of us came to having French as aur 
native tongue. The fight to cmtrol most of what is now the United States did 
not tip decisively to the British until fairly late into the 18th speek & 
And if Jefferson hadn't taken the plunge with the Louisiana purchase in 1804 
who knows how it all would have played at. This series is Slowly heating up 
but it's still lukewarm at best for most collectors. A new reference work on 
Sou Marques (conveniently not represented in the current offering) is in 
preparation I amtold. And more information is available in French 
publications that as yet are untranslated. But using the Red Book, writings by 
Breen, and of course auction catalogs much information is in fact already 
available to you the astute collector. 
173. 1640 Paris Mint Counterstanp Billon Daizain (Breen 271) AVF (R-5). The 
grade is for the counterstamp- the host coin is VG/F. This is the 
first attempt made by the French to provide coinage for their North 
American Colmies. Old billon pieces were recalled and given a counter- 
Stamp of a fleur de lys in a beaded circle before being sent to Canada 
where they circulated at a higher value than the host coin did in Frarce. 
These were only produced for one year for, as Breen relates in his 
Encyclopedia: "When supplies of obsolete billion coins ran out, a 
Similar 1641 issue followed, showing a device in the die resenbling the 
countermark..." This piece definately fromthe initial issue with the 
counterstamp deeply imbedded in the center of the host coin Creating a 
bulge on the reverse of the thin coin. The countermark is sharp and well 
defined and the host is a smooth glossy silver in color with ample detail 
and I'm sure it can easily be attributed by someone knowledgable of 
French coinage of the period and earlier. “A great, and rare, little 
piece of BASEOL Viw hig 04-5: 0 865 5 3 Weis ls aa d's och eed Sok ke eS 
174. 1670 5 Sols About Extremely Fine (High R-5). This (and the extremely rare 
15 Sols) was the first coin purposely minted by France for its North 
American colonies. Also notable for being minted in silver rather than 
in copper or the widely used billon alloy. This isa lovely speciman, 
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fully comparable in detail to the Roper piece lot #111 there called a 
strong VF and which was scratched. This coin is free of prdlems with 
bright surfaces that show faint ae toning in places in the legend 
along the rim. A superior example Of 4 £ legs 1C £arit Vane ss <ceu cee wie esl OS 
1710-D 30 Deniers "Mousqietaire® Extremely Fine/About Uncirculated. This 
is an extroadinary coin, the grade being the least of it. Struck on an 
extremely broad oval flan; virtually 30mm at its's widest point as opposed 
to the 24mm standard. More important it has a bold partial second legend, 
second ring of dentils etc. for 1/3 of each side directly over the first 
fully seperated by up to 2mm. One area where it is most pronounced is the 
date. After checking with some experts I was able to cmfirm that this is 
virtually (if not completely) unheard of m these coins. Plus it retains 
full silvering and sharp detail on surfaces that are only faintly granular 
and as such is a double find for the specialist or Colonial collector who 
would eppreciate owiing A. NOSE UAUSUSL COIN. «<6 sca acec vd cadiewes sue 605395 
1713-AA Deniers "Semi-Mausquietaire™ About very Fine. A much scarcer 
denomination. No silvering remaining, surfaces display even light 
porosity. Both this amt above were officially exported by the French 
to their North American colonies and they were one of the few issues that 
were fully accepted IN COMMETCE. ose ccecccceccscccccccccsccccccesccesees S00 
1720-A Livre d"argent fin 1/6 ECU. Gadoury 296 Choice Abat Uncirculated. 
A fair amount of romance and confusion surrounds this piece which I soon 
discovered when I set out to catalog it. And after over an hour of 
flipping through books and catalogs it remains to me romantic amd 
confusing. To be honest I can't afford to take the time or spae needed 
right now to do this piece justice so I'm going to play it rather straight 
and leave it to you to decipher the whole story. These are rare but I 
can't figure ait how just how rare. They are "associated with Jom Law’, 
"a John Law issue", "revalued by Jom Law", and "part of Jolin Law's 
monetary scheme". Jom Law was "a Scottish dreamer" who for a time took 
control of France's treasury and mints eu king part of 1720 and he seens 
to be a figure worthy of several novels who had sone anbitious dubious 
fiscal schemes in the finest tradion of 1980's Wall Street. They were 
never intended to circulate in French America but just maybe they were. 
They did in fact circulate in Cmada and were valued there at either 5 or 
18 sols. These facts are gathered in part from Breen's Enc lopedia, 

the Garrett 3 Sale, and the recently completed Frontenac Sale. Both 
Sales included an example. This coin has adig in the right field on 

the dated side just below the E in the legend, almost the length of the 
letter but much thinner, also a few light surface marks. That is all 
that can be said negative adout it. Otherwise this coin is primo, with 
very sharp details and superior surfaces with ample luster remaining on 
this cara bi Silver coin. In fact it has tmely lovely irridescent toning 
around t legends and devices with touches of light green, msset, gold, 
and blue (you really should see this). Much nicer than lot #290 in the 
Frontenac Sale, an AEF, and stonger as well than Garrett #1299, a choice 
EF that lacked the splendid toning and appeal of this coin which is among 
the. finest Known of this Grigmat iG: idsue... . ses oss Cckan ¥% co cus 0s 0eksecdes 
1722-H Copper Sau Very Good. One of se Prete eae French Colonial coins, 
probably because it is copper (I also like the silver issues), and it is 
among the few issues officially minted for use in the American Coloniess. 
Obverse legends are strong with a clear date but the mint mark is lack ing. 
Chocolate brown with sone gloss a ree along with some porosity and 
some pin scratches as well. Notb On Afi Sas ss ssw p0d «bed vi eae bc SOL 
1722/1-H Copper Sou About Fine. A nice crisp obverse with all details 
Clear, amt Overdate apparent though subtle as with most. Reverse also 
full where on flan though the legends are faint in places and moving off 
the planchet on the lower right. Medium to dark brown fields, lighter at 
nerk points. Reflective despite some microscopic POTOSICY. eee eeeeee eee $75 
1767-A Copper Sai - No Camterstamp Strong Very Fine. This issue withat 
the counterstamp is many times rarer than it is with it. I like this one 
a lot and I say that with full knowledge that it has been cleaned. Done 
well enough that it borders on deceptive, with nice olive brown toning in 
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the fields, pithy tan high points, and some faded mint red luster in places 
around some letters and devices. Except it isn't really mint red as is 
most easily recognized due to the degree of wear @m the coin which is not 
consistent with mint color remaining. This coin is semi-glossy and much 
smoother than normally encountered and not at all porous which is also 
unusual for the type. There are a few circulation marks but the detail 

is consistently strong with no areas of weakness. Among the nicest that 
T_have encountered, with wonderful eye appeal....ccccccccccccccccccece S185 
1767-A r Sai — Caunterstamped Very Fine. A nice companion piece to 
the one above, not as choice but still above average. Light brow with 
darker brown toning in perhaps half of the fields. Smooth and reflective 
with only spots of light porosity. Unusual in that the counterstanping 
did not result in the total loss of central detail om the opposite side. 
AS: 2 result. the mint mark is faintly apparent... ...cc cs ccds cb obc6bwesn ceo 
1767-A Copper Sou - Counterstamped Very Good. Smooth and essentially free 
of porosity but with scattered circulation marks. Semi-glossy and a nice 
blending of shades of brown, from fairly dark to tanecccccccccccceccee $33 


(1666) London Elephant Token - Thick Planchet Choice Extremely Fine. 

There is a short partial diagonal planchet clip m this coin that is only 
visible from the reverse above PRE of PRESERVE that just reachs to the 
inner edge of the dentils. For that reason it is priced well below what 
it would otherwise bring. It is a fully glossy medium to light brown with 
Sharp detail on its hard surfaces. All 4 legs of the Elephant are clearly 
articulated as is the line defining the foreground. The faint lines 

of the cross are also visible and as expected all legends are bold. The 
Surfaces are virtually flawless. There are the typical trace striations 
for this issue but none of the larger striations commonly found.......$295 
{1666) London Elephant Token - Saltire Cross About Very Good (R-6). A 
real good news/bad news coin. This is the rare Red Book diagonals in the 
Shield variety. That is good, unfortunately it's too wom to see the 
diagonals in the cross. But it can clearly be attributed by the placement 
of legend letters relative to the Shield as the legends fortunate y are 
clear and complete. Unfortunately there is a thin scratched WM on the 
upper third of the shield and some lesser scratches. Fortunately both 
Sides are smooth, semi-glossy and tm. Plus this is a thin planchet type 
which comes free of the striations found on most varieties. Weigh the 
scales for yourself but the adverse alone makes for a pretty generic t 
coin all rarities BRIG Oi 6 00.6 40 bs cide seh bens «o's bh 55 ¥6 s Claes 0G betes 0% 150 
(1666) Londo Elephant Token - Thick Planchet Good. I didn't weigh this 
coin and it appears thinner than lot #183 above, and not only from wear 

So maybe it isn't a thick planchet but don't count on it. Dark brown but 
the obverse in particular is very smooth and reflective. The reverse is 
really showing its age and you cam imagine the tens of thousands of people 
who must have contributed to wearing it down (the old let's take a 
negative and make it seem desirable ploy). Again smooth, this time with a 
few striations. Atheistic in that GOD is gone though PRESERVE LONDON 
remains and only A ge outline of the shield is still present. No 
problems to be fou OG BC 108F RISD AARE oi os sos 16 as bE bo se tc ie shoo 
(1688) American Plantation Token Fine/Very Fine. Pay no attention to the 
grade, this is a lousy coin, no tw ways aout it. Sharp detail in sone 
places, heavy tin pest in many places, and a large ancient cut into tle 
rim directly in front of the horse (kind of creates the outline of Pac 
Man). Most of King on horse can be made aut O&K, some of shield of arms, 
and VAL 24 is crisp. None cheaper that I know Of...ccccccccccccccceceed33 


1722 Rosa Anericma Penny - Utile Dulci Extremely Fine. Deep Olive brow 
and sharply defined. The obverse is smooth with the type of faint surface 
granularity that seems almost always Br event with this alloy - but short 
of the pebbly appearance many pieces display. The reverse is especially 


Choice with a hard. amd gqlossy- sur late. ss ss ts ogo 0.68 voce e Tn oo ob cc eae 
1722 Rosa Americana Penny - Daible Date Utile Dulci Breen 117 About 
Uncirculated (R-7). After a less than totally exhaustive search I wasn't 
able to locate any auction record of this variety appearing. To quote 
Breen's Encyclopedia "Date first entered well to left of final position 
then corrected; lower part of extra digits plain." The shift is major and 
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1723 Hibernia Farthing Nelson 6 - Ds Gs REX Choice Abqt Uthcirculated 
(High R-6). Called the first prototype and sometimes a pattem. Another 
Frontenac coin, lot #260 there called AU55 and "with some traces of 
Original mint color remaining on both sides. This is a pleasingly struck 
sharp and attractive example..." I agreed with the description but wrote 
"but nicer than" next to the plate which falsely made it seem dark....$465 
1723 Hibernia Farthing (Breen 170) Uncirculated (R-6). Called the second 
prototype, having the Halfpenny layout with DEI. GRATIA far apart. This 
is a match for Robison #45 for those of you following along at hone with 
catalog reference libraries. By that I mean the variety, that coin seems 
to have been superior in that this has one obverse and two reverse tiny 
flaws in the fields. A pk oh] fully glossy light brown with a few hints 
of mint red within some legend letters. Extremely sharp strike.......$385 
1724 Hibemia Halfpenny - Stop After Date About Extremely Fine. 1724 
Hibernia Halfpennys are many many times scarcer than 1722 or 1723 
varieties although at the moment they still bring a relatively modest 
premium over the common dates. Lacking in most Hibernia mins in typical 
auctions though no major holding of Hibemias is withqt it. This one is 
chocolate brown. The obverse is flawless hard and brilliant. The reverse 
is the same with a tiny imperfection or two (shallow natural "digs" that 
in fact are flakes missing in the planchet). There is also a dramatic 
wide die break bisecting the 1 in the date and crossing into the 7. When 
encountered at all they are Seldom thiS nice...c.ccccrcccccccccccccveee sl lO 


1758 "MEXICAN 8 REALS" - COPPER Fine/Very Fine. An intriguing piece to 
say the least. Obviously a forgory, almost certainly contemporary to the 
pericd when the originals were a staple of commerce. No current sign of 
Silvering but presumably there once was. This piece definately saw 
considerable circulation with what almost appears as chop marks on the 
central obverse but most likely is simple roughness. A scrape of fairly 
recent origin in left reverse field but not overly distracting. I have 
heard it speculated that this may have been the result of official mint 
workers moonlighting, then again it caild come from completely seperate 
sources. Certainly rare, a puzzle for the diligent collector......... 
1760 Voce Populi Fartthing - Large letters Very Good. OK, here's the 
scoop. This was on my last list as #192 but now the grade and price are 
up and here's why. While it is tme that Voce Populi Farthings are 30 

to 50 times rarer than Halfpennys I seem to attract them like a magnet. 
My last list had 2, one from &# auction acaiple of years back ard the 
other I picked up in Long Beach several months ago along with this one. 

3 is too much for any list so I conseigned the less attractive one to the 
Bowers and Merena Frontenac Sale. It brought $355 (to the book but I put 
no bid in on it) amd was graded VG/F while the one above it in the sale 
brought $440 and I like this better than that also. Now I'm not going to 
pump the price qm this one up to anywhere near those figures, but there's 
a point to be made; don't always assume you get your best buy from an 
auction. This coin is a nice medium to light brown in color am is 

quite reflective (the reason I preferred it mostly). The planchet has 
strong dishing with less reverse detail as a result but a clear date. 

The revere is rough with a fair amount of pitting but the obverse is much 
smoother and features a strong bust and full legends. Rather than stick 
it in an auction for my best returm, you can have it first now at.....$165 
1760 Voce Populi Halfpenny Nelsm 4 Extremely Fine. The variety known as 
the "Stern Bust". Semi glossy medium to me brown, also struck on a 
wide planchet, allowing the entire reverse legemds to fit on the flan 
(slightly unusual with this series). No hint of porosity, this coin has | 
nice eye appeal caupled with a bold strike; gzent for a type coin.....$175 
1760 Voce Populi Ha enny Nelson 12 Fine. The P before Bust variety. A 


very nice coin for the graje, on a smooth and tan planchet. Problem free, 
absolutely no porosity and all legends and features distinct...........$85 
1766 Pitt Tcken Very Fine. Initially struck as medals for the New York 
based Friends of Liberty, a pee og gratitude to William Pitt for his 
help, and celebrating the Co 


onies victory over the crown's attempt to 
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enforce the Stamp Act. These American made pieces did subseqiently 
Circulate as coinage. Many of them, including this one, were silvered at 
the time, although most were not. This one has about 25% Silvering that 
remains on the cbverse, and 50% on the reverse. Well centered fore am 
aft with complete legends. Fairly smooth with scattered light porosity. 

mA tew Old ecratches, but none £00 Sériciie. «oi. sc coc cbc cc eeuckus socucss Bails 
1766 Pitt Token Very Fine. Light brow and semi-glossy, free of porosity 
and attractive. Small shallow flaw in right obverse field and a few short 
scratches at the left reverse rim keep this coin from being truely choice 
but it is well above average SD SOCAL 605 cis oo oo ko es 0 oh a os wha 
1766 Pitt Token About Fine. Very smooth and reflective medium brow 
Surfaces, and essentially problem free. . Complete obverse legends, reverse 
is a bit off center to right and legends are soft there, but only DS OF is 
misSing. Just traces of a cauple of port holes but the Ship itself is 
BtIOnG. “A pee feck Dudget Pipe. COIN. oes cs bios 6655 c bb bc ks tecbeverin eRe 
1766 Pitt Token Very Good. Another coin with some Silvering clinging to 
portions of the legends and devices. Otherwise medium to light brow, 
Some light porosity but generally smooth with a sprirkling of circulatim 
marks. All of obverse legends are legible though faded in places, and two 
thirds of the reverse legends are clear. All devices are clear.......$150 
1773 Virginia Halfpenny - With Period Choice Uncirculated. 75% obverse & 
full reverse mint red with loustraus original patina. The closest to a 
toning spot to be found is insignificant and at the bottom of the reverse 
mn the cis 2h Very Lipress ive Coins snc coco cua c sbab cede) co s%s ou tee cc 5565 
1773 Virginia Halfpenny —- With Period Choice Uncirculated. The surfaces 
on this coin are at least as nice as on the preceeding lot with pattina 

a Shade more satin like, with some violet irridescence and 50% o verse 
and 75% reverse mint red remaining. As with the preceeding lot lacking 
toning spots other than the barest smudge on the reverse, this one below 
the 1/7 in the date. Also a small nick m the cbverse rim dove V of 
GEORGIVS. A wonderful choice if you don't need full mint red.........$395 
1773 Virginia Halfpenny — With Period Uncirculated. A smooth light brow 
coin that is (at least) semi-glossy and problem free, with traces of mint 
red in the obverse legends and more so on the reverse. I would call this 
Slightly above average for the issue in this grade, with good exe appeal. 
Enough Unc. Virginia Halfpennys are available so that ym should not 
settle for SOOG 5 6 ak ks <5 04 65.46 be Os Cae ad «1k sc Oe bh eK ce 
1779 Rhode Island Ship Token - Wreath Below Ship, Pewter About Extrenely 
Fine (R-6). Many times rarer in this metal than the usually found Brass. 
Wonder ful pieces of history, these tokens were struck during the heat of 
the American Revolution and allude to its progress in legend and design. 
Debate has long raged as to the exact meaning of these enagmaiec tokens 
with Dutch legends. Breen disputes the interpretation long accepted by 
the Red Book which states that it depicts fleeing colonists in an attenpt 
to influence the Dutch not to back the Americans. In his Fncyclopedia, 
interprets and paraphrases the legends/design to state: "Yhe Americans 
had to run away in 1778, now there goes Adm. Howe the same way in 1779" 
referring to a progression of battles and retreats. By all means read his 
full account. Evidence indicates that these pieces circulated in the 
newly independent U.S. as coins. This piece may in fact be a full EF 
based on technical grade, but it has spots of tin pest. Most portholes 
are full on Howe's Ship, with clearly delineated rigging lines. The 
reverse is even sharper with the 3 small ships on left showing most 

port holes including almost all m the upper most. The basic surfaces are 
light silver gray and reflective. There are three major bubbles of pest 
on the dverse along the edges, one distorts but doesn't erase the 9 in 
the date. Fully 90% of the surface is untouched. The reverse is nearly 
uneffected, only minor deteriation in small Se along the rim.......$/65 
GROUP LOT OF 4 ASSORTED COLONIALS. Here are 4 coins that I had the gall 
to cumilatively ask $230 for on my last list. That didn't work. How bat 
this. You get the following: 1723 Rosa Americana Twopence F/VF central 


gilding, porous around rims (#190); 1767-A French Colonial —- No 

Cainterstanp Fine with obverse scratches (#184); 1760 Voce Populi N.3 Fine 
VOOE variety tan with porosity (#193); Washington Double Headed Cent F/VF 
tan with circulation marks (#223); and you get them for only.......... $135 


BETTS MEDALS — AMERICAN COLONIAL HISTORY 


An under appreciated area of Colonial Numismatics to the point of being unknown 
to many collectors. The following brief definition is from the foward to the 
1972 Quarterman Publications reprint of American Colonial History Illustrated 
by Contemporary Medals by C. Wyllys Betts "Betts Medals prized by the collector 
because of their historical interest and their scarcity, are medals that were 
struck by the United States, England, France, Spain, Holland, and other 
countries to commemorate events leading to the Independence of the United 
States in 1776. The oldest medal in this collection is a ‘King of the New 
World' medal struck by Philip II of Spain in 1556." Obviously in the eyes of 
those issuing them most of these medals marked events that none cauld forsee 
would lead to the birth of new nation(s), but they do depict the progress of 
the exploration and colonization of the New World culminating in a series of 
medals that commemorate the American victory in the Revolution, the last being 
issued in 1783. 
212. 1739 Admiral Vernm Medal Petts 217 37mm Extremely Fine. A striking 
large brass medal in relatively high relief, with wear and toning 
confined to the high points with ample mint color in the fields. Smooth 
and glossy with a small edge irregularity m the reverse rim in the lower 
left the only problem. The first of 4 of Vernm Medals to be offered 
and one of very many varieties issued at the time. Quoting briefly from 
Betts; "It would seem that no event in English naval history, from the 
defeat of the Spanish Armada to the victory of Nelson at Trafalgar, 
aroused the popular enthusiasm throughout Great Britain and her colonies 
to so great a degree as the capture of Porto Bello bY Admiral Edward 
Vernon in 1739....The scene of the conflict was on the American shores... 
Lawrence Washington took part in one of these expeditions, and, as is well 
known, gave to his estate the name of Mount Vernon, in compliment to the 
admiral." Betts goes on to describe the significance of Porto Bello; 
"The strongly fortified harbor of Porto Bello for two cinturies had been 
one of the msot important outposts of Spain in the New World. Its 
situation was at the northern point of the great bend of the Isthmus of 
Panama, and there the galleons filled with the treasure from Vera Cruz” 
Admiral Vernon medals can be clustered within several major types. This 
one has on the obverse a 3/4 figure of the Admiral ico left . The 
legend (without noting abrieviations or punctuation) reads: THE BRITISH 
GLORY REVIVED BY ADMIRAL VERNON. The reverse is a vignette of the Harbor 
under siege by the Admiral with legends reading: HE TOOK PORTO BELLO WITH 
SIX SHIPS ONLY , and also BY COURAGE AND COMSIOT ooo hs eas bbb esc i i s eeee 
213. 1739 Admiral Vernm Medal Betts 221 39mm bee Fine/Extremely Fine. Large 
toned Brass, this one with a two tone olive brow obverse and a darker 
olive brown reverse. Quite smooth with partially matt like surfaces and 
no prcdblems. The cbverse features the Admiral standing tall facing left 
brandishing a sword and baton with a canm and ship in the background and 
the same legend as dove. The reverse pictures a somewhat rearranged 
version of the scene found on the above and the same first legend but NOV. 
Z2 1739 replacing the. eC ne, boa ts ook cab Oo ake OO aa eos Cs obese oe eT 
214. 1739 Admiral Vernm Medal Betts 237 37mm Abamt Very Fine. Another large 
Brass medal toned a nice even light brown with traces of underlying brass 
coloration. Hard and smooth surfaces with only a small spot of minor 
porosity on the field resulting in excellent eye @peal for the grade. 
The obverse features the Admiral standing tall facing right brandishing 
a sword and baton with the canon am ship inverted in the background. The 
obverse and reverse legends are the same as the above and the reverse has 
a close variatim @m t above vignette. There is a gentle dishing 
raising the obverse center Of thiS medal...cccececccccscscccecccceccees 900 
215. 1739 Admiral Vemon Medal Betts 307 37mm Very Fine. A last large Vemon 
medal, this being Brass toned to chocolate brown; glossy and smooth other 
than a few scattered pores of porosity. The scene on the obverse shows 
our Hero accepting the sword of the kneeling Don Blas, a Commander of the 
Spanish Fleet- his name in small letters next to his humbled figure (it 
didn't hamper the makers of this medal that Blas in reality escaped). The 


obverse legend: THE PPRIDE OF SPAIN HUMBLED BY AD VERNON. Reverse has 
yet another variation on the naval victory and the same legends as the lot 
preceeding Be eee eee ee eek 6 oe ib ae a Se 6 4 Oe Lae ee eee 
216. 1758 Louisburg Captured Betts 407 22mm About Very Fine. This small Brass 
medal was ugly the day it was minted and age hasn't helped _ e In his 
book Betts calls this rare, a term he rarely employed. In a footnote he 
quoted the editors of Medallic Illustrations of the History of Great 
Britain and Ireland to the Death of Gorge II as saying "rare because of 
very inferior workmanship, hence not thought wrth preserving". This 
celebrates a British (and American) victory over the French in the long 
drawn out battle to control North America. The obverse legend reads: TO 
BRAVE ADM BOSCWEN and features that esteemed gentleman in an upper body 
pose facing right. The reverse shows a French officer kneeling before 
the victorious British officer with the legend: I SURRENDER PRISONER and 
the date. Medium brown with a small bend , a bit rough in places and 
some red corrosion products shadowing aspects of the reverSé......eee--955 
(1766) William Pitt Medal Betts 517 39mm Very Fine. This smooth and 
reflective Brass medal is graced with a handsome and life like Bust and 
Shaulders, seen in profile left, of the famous British Statesman who so 
passionately defended the rights of the American Colonies on several key 
occaisions. Obverse reads GVLIELMVS PIJIT flanking his figure. The 
reverse is Simply inscribed THE MAN WHO HAVING SAVED THE PARENT PLEADED 
WITH SUCCESS FOR HER CHILDREN. The cbverse has some detail of a higher 
grade but the reverse inscription, though complete, is weak in the center 
(in that way much like the Washington Bom Virginia pieces). The averse 
is struck in bold CO Oi i oa ee ee eke a oe eS wk Ce Oe ee 
218. 1783 Treaty of Paris Medal White Medal - Bettes 610 43mm Choice Extremely 
Fine. An important commemoration of the international struggle that | 
resulted in American Independence. Obverse has Standing Feace greeting 
Anerica, with the shields symbolizing France, Britain, Spain, the 
Netherlands, and the United States arrayed around amd scenes of war in 
the background. The Latin legend translates: as: "This Cmcord Joins 
Enemies and Friends" - tiny Paris city view appears in exergue. Reverse 
shows Peace astride a prostate Mars with a tmpeting angel lying ab ove 
and the translated legend "From Swords of Mars Peace Rises Again". With 
most of the original silvery luster remaining and a small copper plug as 
made. A couple of adverse tiny nicks but remarkaly clean for this soft 
metal. Rare, but affordable because of a small collector base........$235 


217. 


MISCELLANEOUS POST-REVOLUTION COLONIALS 


(Atlee's Halfpence are among those imitatim British Halfpennys coined in the 
colonies. Traditionally they are named after the Machins Mills Mint founded by 
Captain Thomas Machin, a revolutionary war hero, in Newburg New York. This 
resairseful operation turned aut hundreds of thousands of legal am caunterfeit 
coppers, some under contract to State governments and some "free lance” so to 
speak. James Atlee, a prolific die engraver of the time, produced sone of his 
imitation British Halfpennys at Machins Mills while others were made in New 
York City. Minting began in 1785 but many issues were backdated.) 

219. 1778 Atlee's Halfpence Vlack 12-78B Abait Good/Good. Quite worn but 
rather nice. Light brown and very smooth, with a pretty nice Bust of old 
Georgius and partial obverse legends. Reverse has a fairly clear seated 
Brittania and partial legends but a full strong date......ccceecceeeeee S27 

220. 1787 Atlee"s Halfpence V. 19-87C Very Good+. Struck o a highly 
reflective light golden brown planchet which, practically speaking, is 
quite smooth although there is some even microscopic porosity on both 
Sides. full legends with perhaps 4 letters weak, mostly in BRITAN. The 
date, however, is bold as is Brittania. King George has pretty much lost 
his neck to the ravages of age. A very nice low grade example.........$67 

221. 1788 Atlee'"s Halfpence V.23-8@\ Very Fine. Strong for the grade, smooth 
and glossy light brown surfaces and virtually free of any pozre sey: 

Here's the catch. The planchet has an edge irregularity that runs from 
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227. 


230. 


231. 


the top of X in REX to the point of the Bust on the dverse, on the 
reverse no legend is effected and the flaw only touches the top of the 
staff. On the whole it resembles a small clip with an uneven e. It 

is natural and in the original flan but it brings the value on this piece 
down as otherwise it is quite choice for these issues which often cone 

on poor quality porous planchets.....ccccccccccccccccccccccccccsccceee SLED 


"1781" North Americam Token About Very Good. A smooth reflective light 
brown coin that has an assortment of circulation marks and light scratches 
none serious. Strong date m this back dated piece and the rest of the 
legend on that side full, weak at points. Nice Ship, partial COMMERCE.$27 
1783 Chalmers Shilling - Short Worm Fine/Very Fine (R-4). One of a Spei 
small minority of colonial coins minted in silver. This private issue had 
a highly synbolic motiff. Issued during a time when debate raged over the 
need for a stronger Federal government while freqient sqiables divided the 
States, the abverse shows two birds fighting over a wrm as a na as 
lurks behind a nearby hedge. This is a comtreversial coin, not the type, 
the coin. Is itor isn't it holed and plugged? While in NY for the 
auction there 5 colonial specialists pass hastey judgement. And the 
results: 2 yes (but different opinions as to where the hole and plug is); 
2 no; 1 probably with a clever suggestion. The clever suggestion is take 
it to a dentist and have it X Rayed for $6 or so (hold the pose fora few 
seconds). Well, I didn't do that and at this point I figure I'll charge 
holed and plugged prices for this to play it conservative (I got it cheap 
enough to do that without losing). You can decide for yourself. If 
nothing else if plugged it was done by a expert (frightening, isn't it?) 
Nice silver color with sone light gray toning, surfaces fairly smooth with 
some contact marks. Reverse uniformly strong including a fairly clear 
clasped hands. Obverse weak through serpant. I believe if it is holed it 
is most likely through the lower portion of the secom A in ANNAPOLIS. 
Bither way a nice inexpensive example of a neat COIN... .cccccccccccees 


1783 Nova Constellatio Crosby 1-A - Large U.S. From Frontenac where it 
was misattributed as a small U.S. as mis graded as a result of the changed 
grading standards. Call for information on this one. 

1783 Nova Cmstelatio C. 1-B - Blunt Rays Very Good. Dark brown and 
fairly dull de to a heavy plague of microscopic porosity, but all 
features are clear and there aren't other probDlemS....ccccccccccccceees 95d 
1783 Nova Constelattio C.2-B - Small U.S. Very Fine/Extremely Fine. This 
coin has the same problem that the previous lot does, heavy microscopic 
porosity on dark brown surfaces. is is a case where I have conpromised 
between eppeal and tecmical grade. Detail on the all seeing eye and ray 
burst is incredibly sharp, more like AU am that side is almost attractive 
as B-ECSULC. cc cevcwccscoewecvonecacesececceccseescesesveseceecstedesccecce 70 
1783 Nova Constelattio C.2-B - Small U.S. Very Good. An overall grade. 
On a nice light olive brown flan. Unusual in that the central U.S. is 
totally missing within the clear wreath ring, vanished without a trace. 

It makeS for an INteLEStiIng COUN. ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccvece 
1783 Nova Constelattio C.2-B - Small U.S. Very Good. Struck on a smaller, 
thicker flan. Dark brown fields with tan highlights. Pocked in a couple 
of places with one small flaw but nicely reflectlve......ccceccccccee ee $29 
1795 Nova Cmstellatio Crosby 1-B Very Fine (R-4¢). Blunt Rays. Glossy as 
circulated coins get, with hard flawless surfaces that are a nice medium 
olive brown. Struck slightly off center, but all legends complete on flan 
with the central US weak as often seen. All else CriSp.....ceeeeee eee $265 
1785 Nova Caomstellatio C.1-B - Blunt Rays Choice Extremely Fine (R-4). An 
extremely glossy coin that shimmers when held to light. A medium olive 
brown with some areas of deeper brick red visible when light is not 
reflecting off the surfaces. Struck slightly low with TIA and the date 
tight against the edge, the oposite similarly centered and each edge shows 
one smanll rim ding. Struck from rusted dies as were almost all and with 
the late obverse die state with a bold break over 6 leaves. Details are 
sharp and this coin, with its exceptional hard surfaces, is splendid..$375 
1795 Nova Cmstellatio C.1-B - Blunt Rays Abaut Very Good R-¢). Medium 
to dark brown with microscopic rosity and some old scratches on the U.S. 
but really not so bad. Semi-reflective, all features distinct though 
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but really not so bad. Semi-reflective, all features distinct though 
faint in places, nice eye and rays for the grade... .ccececccccccccccccee 39 
1795 Nova Constellatio C.2-A - Close Date/ No Pellets Bold Fine (R-6). 
This is the rarest of the Nova Cmstellatios other than the contemporary 
counterfeit 1786 variety. From the 1990 Stacks Colonial list, described 
there as: "Broad smooth planchet with bold sawtooth dentils around half of 
the cbverse rim. Somewhat weakly impressed at the centers, but the 
legends and wreath are quite sharp. Close, small date is very bold... 
Worderfully mark free, glossy and totally appealing". Not much to add to 
that description other than to note that other than the centers, it has 
the detail of a full VF ard Breen noted in his Encyclopedia that it is 
"usually weak in the centers". Stacks wanted $750, I however will settle 
for less than half of CRAY oe: ce cece We Ss. ceie soe dws s cet de ee ew hesk se atos) 
1785 Nova Cmstellatio C.3-B Extremely Fine. This coin struck from the 
earliest die states of both the obverse and reverse, something which is 
very seldom encountered. Unlike virtually all B obverse strikings that 
are found there is no die rust blunting the detail on half of the rays. 
Here they are all sharp. That means, by the way, that this speciman was 
literally struck at around the same time as the rare and famous Immune 
Colunbia pieces which shared the same die in the early state. Likewise 
the reverse shows no sign of the die break that fuses the bottom leaves 
on the wreath. While it is common for specimans to be cataloged as early 
or late state that usually refers to the minber of leaves so effected, 
and in almost all cases at least 4 have been (Roper 207 is the best, and 
only other similar example I have traced- but I haven't been exhaustive). 
The surfaces on this coin are choice. Strong gloss on a light olive 
brown planchet that is hard and flawless other than one light and a 
couple of tiny rimbrmises. Also struck off center much like the above 
coin. An exceptional example of this coin preserved the way it looked 

du ring its first SUCAKING Bao 6A s ces c ce heh 600 weds 6 60s 6 6s bN e000 OR ee eas 46 7e SD 
1785 Nova Constellatio C.3-B y Fine. Nice for the grade on a medium 
to light brow semi-glossy planchet without problems. Here is the late 
state for each die. Viewing NOVA under a glass is wild, as you can see 
the clear descent towards blobdom, with multiple die breaks...........$210 


(1785) Bar Copper Extremely Fine. While no rarity rating is estalished 
for these coins they probaly are in the viscinity of R-3. No matter 

what it is supply never seems to keep up with demand, as it is among the 
most popular of all Colonial type coins. And I might add one that 
consistently reaches and oft@™m exceeds the prices listed for it in the 
Red Book. The classic design is timeless and was copied from Cmtinental 
Army uniform buttons. This is definately an original with all of the 
diagnostic die cracks. It is a glossy tan with sharp detail, the obverse 
is perfectly centered with full dentils. There are some scattered light 
contact marks, none at all serious. There are a few toned hairlines m 
the reverse between the third and fourth bars at the left amd one or two 
others, seemingly the result of an earlier attempt at housekeeping. 

These are virtually invisible except under a glass. Cverall this a lovel 
example At a GecigedlLy MOGELAtEe DLiGe. « ici ce sci ws cdestdeveceoeeeceseeRaat 
1787 Nova Eborac - Reverse Figure Left Very Good. A really nice low grade 
exanple with only the faintest microscopic porosity on surfaces that are 
smooth amd semi-glossy and a warm olive brown. The obverse is wll 
centered with full legends, top of Nova weak, the Bust clear with ample 
detail. Reverse is weak around the edges as is common. Last tw digits 
in date very weak but date is full. Left legend and head of Liberty are 
also faint, center nore fully Struck Ups «ccicaccve o¥nce cc sese ces 0 ches te 
1787 Auctori Plebis Extremely Fine, A choice coin in many ways similar to 
the offering on my last list but if anything even more glossy (which is 
ps bate a lot). Incredibly smooth olive brown surfaces free of all defects 
and, aS opposed to the coin on my last list, on a fully round planchet. 
Struck q@m a small flan resulting in both the top of ET and the bottomof 
the date being off of it. Late state of the dies as usually seen, with 
the reverse break from the globe to Liberty's head, and the very weak E in 
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PLEBIS. I have not seen cone, on balence, Nicer..ccccccccccccccsccsese S300 
1787 Auctori Plebis Extremely Fine. Well above average but intrinsically 
not as choice as the prior lot. However its appeal is magnified greatly 
by the rare state of both the obverse and reverse dies. It is smooth and 
eee weer and struck on a broader flan with a thin edge of dentils 

around most of the obverse. Medium brow witha darker patch in the area 
of the date. There is no die break m the reverse and PLEBIS is full ard 
bold (see the Red Book plate on page 61 for the typical states). In 
keeping with the die states there is marginally more detail apparent in 
several places than is normally visible although the Auctori Plebis is 
notorius for being struck from shallow dies, prabably to feign wear am 
facillitate acceptance ii CONMELCE. «06s sscwinde 00 6.00 wdenee cee eb 000040659000 
1789 Bott Token - Engrailed Edge Thin Planchet Extremely Fine/ About 
Uncirculated (R-6). Rarity estimated, called by Breen "Very rare... 
usually in lower grades". This coin is the Norweb piece, lot #1408, only 
exceeded by Roper #338 (an Unc.) that I know of. A warm medium to dark 
brown; the surfaces om the Eagle side are choice, with a faint hairline or 
two but a lovely glossy patina. That side struck low with the bottom of 
the legends off of the planchet (much like the EF Robison #209). The 
clock side does not have the die break “mouse” cud at the upper left of. 
the clock cabinet. The basic surfaces are the same here but the planchet 
itself is chap bea and there is an old diagonal scratch across the bottom 
right third that's visible in the plate from Norweb where it brought $715. 
A chance to save on a pedigreed high cmdition census rarity..........$665 
(1792-4) Kemtucky Token - Lamcaster Edge Uncirculated. Lovely light brow 
mellowed from mint color with undisturbed luster and patina. An ideal 
problem ee pe COON der stele oa oo ale We ocean oe a i he 0 a as ee a SS 
(1792-4) Kentucky Token - Plain Edge Abait Uncirculated. Dark chocolate 
brown and glossy. One small flaw below the I in SOCIETY (looks rather 
like a small dig). Sharp CAUSE on adverse along with most of the diagonal 
lines qm the stare that host the initials of the 15 states............$175 
1794 Talbot Allum & Lee — Small &; Fuld 3 Good/Very Good (R-6). This. is 
Breen #1032, the variety that has the N of NEW YORK clear to the left of 
A in ALLUM, in fact under the right cross bar of T in TALBOT. Also can be 
distinguished by the curved line above ONE CENT continuing up to the ac 
virtual tip of Ship's bow, almost a | the lines from the Ship's right 
mst sera Breen calls it very rare, hence the rarity rating I have 
assigned it since that tends to correspond to his use of that phrase. 
hiedium brown, no porosity but many circulation marks, otherwise it would 
be fair to say smooth. Full obverse legends and date, same for reverse 
except there is a major die failure over LIM &, partially obscuring it 

and continuing on to rim. A bit knocked up but reflective and rare....$47 
1794 Talbot Allum & Lee - Small &; Fuld 3 Fine (R-6). Another Breen #1032 
as the prior lot. Are they really rarity 6? Who knows, but as a result 
of getting my second the price m the above one dropped. Maybe there are 
a fair nunber of these about but not a whole lot, I'm now more vigilent in 
searching for these and the diagnostics I've listed makes them easier to 
find. This one also has the die break at the top of the reverse, though 
in an interesting state. It runs fromthe rim at the second L in ALLUM 
to the &, as above covering most of the effected letters but here the 
details are not d@liverated. This example is perfect for the grade with 
nice problem frée: nedium Drow, SULLACES. « o0ssiss'c0 sos oo 0.00 6060.0 04 w 0s 2 eee SOD 
1794 Talbot Allum & lee Very Fine/Extremely Fine. This locks nice from 
about 20 inchs, it's got great detail. It also has some serious rim dents 
fairly: seriais porosity, and is very dark DroWlescscccccsecesscvcestseeeSao 
1794 Talbot Allum & Lee/ Promissory Balfpenny Mule Choice Proof. I viewed 
this coin in a recent Barly American Numismatic Auction and vowed, if the 
price was reasonable, that I had to buy it. It was and I did and now it's 
your tum. A marvelous coin if you have any interest in T.A.& L. miles. 
The patina, although ever so faintly scuffed in places, is incredible and 
the detail is exquisite. The color I guess is light brown but hard to 
pin a lable on because the mirror like surfaces radiate various mes. A 
collector or museum in years past placed the munmber 649 in the obverse 
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right field in a slightly darker shade of brow so that it is faintly 
visible below the luster. This is the mle with the Stork reverse which 
in itself is a lovely design, with the Liverpool edg......cceeeee eee ee 8475 
1794 Franklin Press Token Choice Uncirculated. These coins are fairly 
easy to find in Unc., in fact I had one two lists ago for $335. However 
this is far and away a superior example. Crisp detail on a hard planchet 
with full luster, now toned a lovely light brown. An exanple of the 
intermediate cbverse die break, confined to the right hand side of the 
Presse Center.  FPIAwless. ss cnctcws evepcstecetcccneciceosesivseceissone¢ P41 
1794 Franklin Press Token About Extremely Fine. If not better. This is 
the Motel 6 version, clean and perfectly acceptable if you want to go 
budget. Chocolate brown and glossy with consistently strong detail. The 
rim is bruised slightly at 5:00 obverse and slightly more so at the spot 
corresponding to it m@m the reverse, otherwise problem free. I jumped 
when I saw this because it's so much nicer than the circulated exanples 
that I Usually COMP SClOGE. «iss <e can eae hee 666 640 web eC een 0 0 ese Ree eawe LOO 


WASHINGTONIA 
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1778 Voltaire Medal Bronze Baker 78B, Choice About Uncirculated. Another 
extroadinary piece of history beutifully preserved. Regular readers of 
Copper Yome (my rag) know that I feel sharp price increases in Colonials 
are inevitable. If so there are two ways to prepare. One, gr& all of 
the material now that is likely to soon be much more popular. Tw, find 
a field to collect that is more likely to avoid the msh. Eventually yo 
most likely will get squeezed out there as well, but hopefully after you 
put together a fine collection. And if the crowds never get there, ya 
still would have a fine collection to be proud of. Bettes Medals, and 
early Washington medals get little attention despite their rarity. For 
the most part you can't find them listed in the colonial sections of the 


Red Bock or Breen's Encyclopedia because they never cirqilated as coins. 


Reference books are few, and auction offerings are infrequent. Yet they 
offer more of the romance of Numismatics than almost anything else (if 
you have any interest in the founding of this nation) and many are true 
works of great art. The Voltaire Medal was struck in Paris at the request 
of the revolutionary French writer and philosopher who was in Paris in 
1778 for the first time in 34 years, having lived in exile-in several 
Europeon countries due to his very critical writings on French 
Institutions. This fact is documented in the letters and jaimal of an 
American who was in Paris at the time. Voltaire died later that same year 
at the age of 84. Obviously in his last months he was moved by the 
efforts of the Americans to achieve Liberty. Unfortunately there was no 
known likeness of Washington in Europe at the time so the obverse bust is 
ficticious, the surrounding legend is in English: GE. WASHINGTON ER. 
GENERAL OF THE CONTINL. ARMY IN AMERICA. The reverse depicts synbols 

of a radiant military trophy of arms and a legend surrounding it in smll 
letters in French: WASHINGTON UNITES IN A RARE COMBINATION THE TALENTS OF 
THE WARRIOR WITH THE VIRTUES OF THE SAGE. The actual piece for sale here 
can quite easily pass for a full Uncirculated in terms of wear, and it is 
a lovely flawless light brow with faded mint luster still apparent in its 
patina. A hefty 3mm thick. Would anyone really prefer a MS 66 $1?...$385 
1783 Georgius Triumpho Very Good. Possibly the first coin stmck honoring 
Washington in conjunction with the American Victory. Made in England, the 
reverse symbolism shows Brittania seated behind a screen conposed of 13 
bars held together at the corners by 4 French fleurs de lys; imprisoned so 
to metaphorically speak. This is dark brown with somewhat lighter raised 
portions, on a lightly gramlar but decent planchet with complete clear 
legends and Bate cei cas oon os ok 8 ow ee wee ee ee 0 DES bs CARs aU 
Washington Double Headed Cemt Extremely Fine. An undated "back dated" 
coin (minted in the early 1800's) and I don't know why I stuck it in here 
on the list. This me is premium quality, chocolate brown with brilliant 
fields devoid of any marks or flaws and sharp detail. If you want a top 


end.tyee piece this: tay ber mane Bor. Your. ss oh ids eee avlies 60k Cbecwdpae cSt le 


251. Washington Double Headed Cent Very Fine. Choice surfaces without the 


Pee VE 


293% 


pitting usually found on one side or the other. Both sides equally 
attrractive in fact, not often the case. Glossy light brow, one tiny dig 
at the inner edge Of the: ri niehove: Ge o vod ssw ous bc oP hs ake cube ecuuacecse 
1789 Twigg Medal Baker 65 About Uncirculated (R-6). Rarity rating from 
Jack Collins. Baker doesn't have much to say about this coin, amd neither 
do the few auction catalogs I've found that listed it. However in "The 
President's Medal 1789 - 1977" by Neil MacNeil I found: "Even as Manly was 
selling his medals in Philadelphia, [see next lot] aother artist in New 
York was sketching George Washington as he attended services at Trinity 
Church. This was Joseph Wright (1756-1793), the painter, and from his 
Crayon sketches he made a etching that was praised at the time as an 
excellent likeness of the President. From this etched portrait, an 
engraver named Twigg cut dies for a medal that also carried the legerd 
that Washington had been elected President in 1789. Struck in white 
metal, this was sold to the public like the Fe eee el Cons ider ably 
smaller than the Maly medal at 35.75mm, it is also cmsiderably nicer as 
art, with Washington facing right, Bust and upper Torso, in a life like 
stance with facial details that really convey a sense of the man. This 

is not the piece from my last list. This medal retains full silvery. 
luster across each side and is virtually free of even the most trivial 
contact marks. (I don't recall who I sold the last one to but I hereby 
offer you an additional 5% trade value if you want to exchange it for this 
example -if you order in time- since it's so much nicer than what I sold 
you). The reverse features a listing of Washington's many achievements 
This medal is rarely plated so few realize how attractive this early 

pak eness "Or Washing ton Teal ly. 260. cig biseu cused uso neces cae ibe cctan o6s8na5 
1790 Manly Medal Baker 61B Brmze Original Very Fine (H.R-5). Don't ask me 
to reconsile this date with the above which came later by months it seens. 
It's traditional. This was minted in 1790, the artist so inscribes am 
reverse, and it is 49mm. Compared to Twigg the obverse bears a ghoulish 
charicature of Washington, Bust and Shoulder facing left. It is famous 


and heavily sought after as the first American made striking of Washington 


254. 


255. 


on coin or metal. Reverse also lists Washington's accomplisments. Again, 
this is not the same medal as the one on my last list; again it is mch 
nicer (translated: less problems). These were cast, not struck, signs of 
which are evident on the planchet which in this case is a light mahagony 
brown and not at all dull, quite reflective despite also having been 

phy i around some over the years. Two rim bmises and and a nunber of 
small dings scattered aout mm the surfaces which make a good target at 
44mm. Also a small patch of shallow flaws on the reverse which cmsists 
of the legend: GENERAL CF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 1775 RESIGNED: 1783 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789. Though not choice, this is the most 
famous of all Washington Medals, Rare, popular, and usually it is much 

mo re expens ive ToT ass bic bos Wie bas Ven 6 0k be en ie ok Ce hw ee AAS 
1791 Washington Cent - Large Eagle Abait Fine. The reverse makes full 
Fine. This is a smooth dark chocolate coin with surfaces that are quite 
nice for the grade except: 1) a few small rim dings (not such a big deal) 
2) old scratches on the obverse, mostly in the field before George (a 
bigger deal). More than pin scratches, less than serious graffiti, and 
somephat mitigated by the gefieral: Glossc. i . css ss be wdwecedicus oaaeees veces 8145 
(1792) Washingtm Bom Virginia Finet+ (A.N.A.C.S. certified F) (Low R-6). 
While several of these have come onto the market in the last year or so 
including a cople of Finé's I believe this is by far the nicest of those 
within its grade range. Hard and extremely glossy light chocolate brow 
surfaces that a nick or two can't begin to diminish. Obverse legends are 
consistently meas center also nice for grade. Far superior to the Fine 
on Rosa Americana #4 (ex-Shenkle, ex-Stacks May 1989), almost exact detail 


as found on Oechsner #1410 (at $1650). The reverse die for this coin 
dishs up, consistently resulting in loss of central detail; about 90% of 


256. 


2544 


258. 


259. 


260. 


261. 


262. 


263. 


\ 
letters visible, most of those quite clear. While the detail this coin 
retains compares favorably with others, it's the surfaces that make it 
something truely special in a middle grade SPECT MAN. oe cccccscccseccsc cSt Io 
(1792) Washington Born Virginia Good Baker 60 (as above) Good. While 
several of these have come on the market in the last year or so, I believe 
this is the worst. Medium brow but with substantial heavy porosity that 
eats into and obscures much of the detail pretty consistently across the 
coin. It remains immediately recognizable however with scattered elements 
strong. May have had fairly sharp central reverse detail, based on some 
hints that remain after undoubtably a long period of Burials ..tecssse0 Foon 
1793 Ship Halfpenny Very Fine/Extremely Fine. Early Die State. There's 
nothing to knock about this coin. Glossy chocolate brown and problem free 
but the story is the die state. Almost always seen with reverse die 
failure (in fact, see the next lot) that results in loss of central detail 
and a small lip at the lower right rim. Not so here. The sails are fully 
defined, all rigging is clear, and the rim is undisturbed.......--.-.. $250 
1793 Ship Halfpenny Very Fine/Extremely Fine. Typical die state (refer to 
above). This is a pretty light brown, glossy as well but with a trace of 
roughness in the field in front of Washington. Pretty trivial, I didn't 
even notice it when I picked this one up and I still like pb ete Serre oe 
(1795) North Wales Halfpenny Very Fine. Not as sharp in detail as the 
coin on my last list but unclipped and with surfaces every bit as nice 
as that coin (and significantly cheaper). And to be honest, the 
difference in detail is marginal. These are always weak (refer to Red 
Bock plate). The legends are complete in a manner of speakeng, on the 
obverse GEORGIVS is slightly off the flan and fading as it takes the 
plunge (the bottom is OK). But I promise ym will love the surfaces 
(tell me otherwise- and mean it, and I'll give ym $10 towards any coin 
in my inventory, I'm getting tired of sounding like hype even though I 
know it isn't). Do try it if yo need a nice ONG <6 Sea es ceo bas 0 49D 
(1795) Liberty and Security Penny - Asylum Edge About Uncirculated. The 
advantage of running a coin business by mail is the savings on show setup 
and shop maintanence etc. that I can pass on in cheaper prices. The 
disadvantage is you can't just walk over and view the coins. To be frank 
that has in the past made me reluctant to stock coins that are premium for 
their grade, since they cost more and usually it takes seeing them to 
clinch a sale. For that reason I end up selling many of my nicer coins to 
other dealers at shows like Long Beach (which Y never miss). I know the 
price gets marked up down the line. This list I'm going for broke with 
quality and this is another of those coins. How often have I said it; 
medium brown with mirror like surfaces (well maybe I haven't used that 
exact combination but...) "marred" mly by the most minor of contact 
marks. A great top emd type COIN. .cceecccceccccceceees cee wus vaseepe's Palo 
1795 Grate Token - Small Buttons Extremely Fine. Much scarcer than the 
large button variety, and very tough to find in upper grades. This one's 
got everything you want and doesn't have anything you don't want. Round 
up the usual adjectives (hint: choice). Can ym tell that I'm sleep 
deprived and nearing the end of the SE? oa kc es bs Sea Es Os oe ake ee 2550 
Washington Success Token Large Plamchet - Large Planchet Fine. I decided 
to list the worst one first for a healthy change of pace. It'g got pin 
scratches, quite a few in fact, across the adverse and a few on the 
reverse too. It's not my fault that they are shallow and that this coin 
happens to have pretty two tone cameo tming and is otherwise smooth and 
very LEFLECE IVE ccc scccccvscecccccccesccccccccccsssesccccsscscsscessesse to 
Washington Success Token Large Plamchet - Large Planchet Abaut Fine. The 
legends get rather faint on acouple of letters fore and aft but this one 
doesn't have scratches, is a bright (but not cleaned) brass shade and it 
too has its fair share of flash. Besides, it looks nice.......--6- ase 290 


264. Washington Success Token Large Planchet Abait Uncirculated. Back to 
choice although it does have a small patch of darker toning Mm a 
a very bright (still uncleaned) brass planchet with faded mint luster and 
wonder ful sharp COTATI A ss hs CONG Us 64a 3a ees 8 4 oe Oe ek bh OU 
265. 1800 Westwood Medal Bronze Baker 81 41mm Choice About thcirculated (H.R-5) 
This is a proof coin with just the barest of rub om the most raised : 
portions. By the way Rarity ratings for Washingtonia and Bettes Medals is 
catch as catch can. Lack of a rating does not in any wasy automaticall 
indicate a common piece. On this medal I was able to refer to the rating 
Jack Collins prepared for his Washingtonia catalog's EF. This medal 
is a real knockait. Deep glossy mahogany beeming with luster and 
absolutely flawless. Nice, albeit stem, verse Washington head am 
upper torso bust, with his name and LATE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
in smaller letters. Reverse features a wreath and a blaze of 13 arrows 
with an inner legend that reads: WITH COURAGE AND FIDELITY HE DEFENDED 
THE RIGHTS OF A FREE PEOPLE. DIED DEC 14 1799 AGED 68. dQuter small 
letters legend lists accomplishments... ccccccccccccsccccccccbcceses 029375 
266. 1800 Westwood Medal Bramze Baker 80A Abaut Extremely Fine (High R-5). I 
assume you read the prior lot so I'll get down to basics. Absolutely 
nothing wrong with this medal, it's just not choice. In fact it's nice 
and if you never get to compare it side by side with the above lot you'll 
never know what you're missing and will prdably assueme you got a 
relative steal on this at Phy Ue EET ER Ca eine rid cag 8 
267. (Barly 1800's) Birth and Death Medal Baker 129 Very Fine (R-7). Lot 123 
from the recent Jack Collins catalog where he describes it brilliantly as 
follows: "Perwigged civilian bust facing left, head dividing name. Rev. 
Birth and Death dates within an oak wreath. White metal, 41.15 mm. Very 
Fine, somewhat dark with traces of peripheral roughness, the surfaces with 
their usual minuscule signs of handling, as expected with the grade, 
though none are serious; holed at 12:00 o'clock (as made). Virtually 
nothing is known of the origin of this enigmatic medal; the’ portrait is 
after one by Gilbert Stuart. Nearly a extreme rarity, these are almost 
never encountered in any condition. Re Oe Ree Pe ee er er es ee 


COLONIAL COPIES, RESTRIKES, ELECTROS 


268. "Pine Tree Shilling”™ — Royal Coin. Company (1952) Uncirculated. I picked 
up 4 Replicas on a whim, 2 being of this type. I planed to lok 
into them to see what they were worth. Many of you I am sure know the 
answer to that question. Unfortunately I don't. Never got around to it 
even though the anwers probably aren't hard to find. Heck I.don't even 
know the metallic content of these buggers, (haven't even broken open 
the 2 by 2's) probably white metal or at most silver plated. I paid $48 
for the 4 and you can too, or you can buy them individually at the small 
mark up. The flip says these 2 were souvenirs of the 1952 A.N.A. The 
Coin company had offices in New York City and Revere MA. Each at......$15 
269. "Pine Tree Shilling” - International Sterling Co. Listed in Struck Copies 
of Early American Coins by Kenney but that's it- no details. Ya know, 
this one probably is silver. By the way all of these replicas copy the 
Pine Tree obverse and wrk their message mto the reverse. Thus none are 
even se dead Pine pe Coops, this is an AU OF SQs6.vinssewessovsves $15 
270. “Pine Tree illing” - Wheeler Dealer Coin Club (1967) AU.............$15 
271. "1776 Voce Populi Farthing” Abait Uncirculated. Not a bad copy exactly, 
with a fake semi-circulated look but still looks too new. Large letters 
CIBCE IOs Ws « sale kh ib soe Cw 6a oe piu eew et 40 CoN ess 0 ae Sikes 6 See RES pee seep eee e0 
272. "1776 MA Jamus Copper” Abaut Uncirculated. Fake weathered brassy with 
coppery color in places. More detail than the unique Garrett piece....$30 
273. "1776 Cont inemtal Curremcy” - Dickeson Restrike Brass Brilliant Unc. Not 
deceptive but nice, list in Kenney. Almost definately a 20th Century 
reuse of the dies made to celebrate the U.S. Centennial in 1876........ $25 


274. "1779 Rhode Island Ship Token" -— The Grant Copy Bronze Choice Uncirculated 
A lovely example of a well made copy (with the initials H.M.G. on the 
waves below Howe's Ship). Struck in 1936 for the owner of Grant's Hobb y 
Shop in Providence Rhode Island. iNice interplay of dark and light tones 
hei ht en the APP Calon sccrcccccccccccccccccccccccsssssssssssssssesessces 

275. "1783 Nova Constellatio Pattern Mark (1000 units)" About Unirculated. A 
modern copy with COPY struck on the edge. Silver colored and hefty, a 
fairly good copy with attention paid to accurate replication......+.+-.$30 

276. "1785 Cmfederatio Cent" — Bolen aoe Kenney 2 Copper About Uncirculated. 
avidly collected, only 40 were struck by Bolen in copper and a confirmed 
2 in silver in 1863 after which the dies were destroyed. Very deceptive, 
the best give away is the state of preservation although Kenney does an 
excellent job of describing diagnostics differing from the original. One 

important one is an intentional dot left in the Y of TYRANNIS. A very 
small shallow dig in the field left of the Indian. Smooth semi-glossy 
dark brown with tan Highlights. ..cccccccssccccccccssecccccccsssscscece 

277. "1787 NY Liberatus/Clinton Cent Mule” — Bolen. Copy Kenney 10 About 
Uncirculated. A mle that doesn't exist as an original. Equally rare ard 
sought after as the dove and just as well made. Conbines the Indian 
from the W Libematus with the Excelsior Arms from the Clinton Cent. Tan 
With SMOOtH GiOsS ye SOTIACES . s 4.c s.0-0'n-b sNiia'b0. Sas v0 Needs e's bs bene Seb cde ce velS 


CATALOGS AND BOOKS (not a complete listing, call for further information) 


Stacks: Picker, Roper, Oechsner at $30 each. Also major sales from the 70's 
like Kissner, Grove, Park, Spence, ard others. Call for availability and 
price. Plus 5/84 (inc ludes Bareford NJ's $15, Steinberg $15... 


Bowers and Ruddy/Merena: Turoff $20, Garrett 1, 2, or 3 $12, Norweb 1, 2, or 
3 $15. Cole, Saccone, $10. 


New Netherlands 60th Sale: $35 
Mayflower Stems: $15 N.A.S. Ce A.: Kessler-Spangenberger: $35 
Pine Trees: EAC/75: $80 


By the time you read this I will be at work m a complete detailed inventory of 
all of my mmismatic literature and right now I'm sitting ma lot of catalogs. 
A good list will help m get them out. Yo can wait for my next list, debrief 
me qm the phone, or send a stamped (2 stamps) retum envelope for it sooner. 


BOOKS (new): Some are one only, all Hard Cover issues. Studies on Money in 

_ Early America; $10. The Farly Coins of America by Crosby — Quarterman Reprint 
$35. State Coinage of CT - Miller $20. American Colonial History Illustrated 
by Contemporary Medals by Bettts - 1964 Canadian Numismatic Publish in 

Institute Edition $25. Standard Catalog of Altered United States an 
Counterfeit Coins Hancock/Spanbayer $30. Following are new and Softcover: 
Medallic Portraits of Washington by Rulau/Fudd - 1985 update $25. 

Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof Coins $20. 


WELL THE recession keeps hanging on and ‘Colonials keep holding their own 
although it seems to be causing prices realized in auctions to be a bit 
erratic. When viewing some of the nicer pieces to cross the block over the 
last few months it seems a coin flip was as good a way as any to predict which 
lots would sell high and which ones would go low. I think a weak ecmomy 
coupled with the perculularities of the auction process is leaving everyone 
guess ing. 


My personal theory goes as follows. In the face of uncertain times some 
collectors have cut back on expenditures. In the face of the rising popularity 
of Colonial coins some collectors are willing to spend more for the colonials 
that they've "really got to have." The trends are going in opposite directions 
and it starts getting cmfusing. 


Mr. Hypothetical Colonial Collector might conceivably be buying half as many 
coins as usual, but paying 25% more per coin than previously for "the good 
ones". As a result you might reasaqably figure that the most desirable coins 
will therefor increase and less desirable mes decrease in value. But you know 
full well nothing is ever that simple. Who's to say what is and isn't 
desirable? Any one can take a st at it sure, but the truth is: It depends. 
Speaking strictly as a dealer, more times than not I prefer to buy a reasmably 
priced VG Pine Tree Shilling than a reasonably priced VF Pine Tree Shilling. 
Why? Because there are more collectors on a limeted budget who want to own one 
piece of Mass. Silver than there are decent low grade/price coins to offer 
them VF's are easier to find and less people can afford to buy them although, 
numismat ically speaking, they are certainly "more desirable." 


So what happens if you overlay the above muddled picture onto the chaos that is 
an auction? Let's take a look. Assume for the moment that the auction isn't 
rigged, that is to say ficticious high mail bids aren't being fabricated in 
order to force bidding up... 


STOP THE presses. I can see that I just opened up acan of worms. Auctions 
rigged? Is no one honest and Sha t Bramee aig Well sure, lots of business folk 
are honest (this newsletter doesn't discuss religion.) For starters, no matter 
how an auction is run no one can force yqm to pay more fora lot than ya are 
willing to bid. The only question is, could you have gotten it cheaper? (The 
only other question is, when the bidding's over does a new owner own the lot? 
In Copper Tome #4 I praised the full disclosure policies being adopted by many 
leading auction firms whereby coins which are returned to the conseignor rather 
than being sold to anew purchaser are’so noted in the prices realized). 


fhe truth is, unless you've got a spy inside the auction firm how can yq ever 
really know if actual mail bids were tmely forcing the ultimate purchace price 
up towards the maximum that yo were willing to spend. Well even if you can 
never be absolutely certain, over time by observing the operations of a given 
firm you can be pretty darn sure. Simply check to see whether you ever win 
lots at substantially below your maximum bid, (if you bid by maid). If you“are 
so conservative in your bidding that it is inconceivable wee hes. could sell 
for less than you are willing to spend, check the prices realized later to see 
whether a sprinkling of lots went for far leSs than would have anticipated. 
Unless you are way off in your pricing, over the course of a few auctions there 
are always a fair mumber of coins that “slip through the cracks" and sell for a 
fraction of their commonly assumed value. If not you might begin to suspect 
that the firm exercises a form of "artificial price ne 3 (otherwise Known 
as not really lowering winning mail bids to 10% above the next highest bidder). 
Now that's not nice and it's probably not legal but from time to time you hear 
rumours about it. 

Even if it a you're’ still no worse off than you would be dickering witha 
dealer at a show; you make your best offer and either you get the coin or you 


don't. Simply bid accordingly (admittedly it's not as much fun as 


occaisionally winning yaqir lot way below your bid). When all is said and done 
it's much more likely than not that the auction firm ym do business with 
handles everything strictly om the up and up. A reputation for integrity is a 
very valuable asset in this line of work. Experienced collectors demand it. 


BACK TO my highly speculative theory about erratic prices being brought by 
Colonials in auction -recently. But first an admission; auction prices are 
usually somewhat erratic (it's just that lately i think they're more so) O.K., 
so we got a bunch of tight fisted colonial junkies bidding in an auction, 
determined not to bust their bank accounts but just as determined to bring hone 
a couple of treasures even if it means stretching a little. What happens? 
They pass on some lots they ordinarilly would have gone for, even when they 
seem to be going cheap, saving bucks for the big ones. Afterall, recession or 
no recession, with more people waking up to Colonials, who knows how much that 
gem will cost next time around, if it comes around at all? 


Here's where it gets interesting. Like I said before, not everyone has the 
Same priorities. With people aggressively bidding on fewer lots it may be only 
two will assign coin X top priority. When two determined buyers set their 
Sights and bid sheets on the same coin, each prepared to pay top dollar to get 
it, then top dollar one will pay as each bids the other up. But what if that 
other guy passes after all? You know; "It's a real nice coin but I can't buy 
everything, business hasn't been so good..." Unless the conseignor buys it 
back the coin now goes to the delighted other bidder for a fraction of the 
price he or she was prepared to pay. Like I said, erratic. So what is coin X 
really worth? You tell me (unless I buy it and put it on my price list at 
which point I'll tell you). 


WHICH BRINGS up a good point. Why wald yo in your right mind buy a coin from 
a dealer at a 25% mark up from the price it brought in the auction you could 
have bid in? Ahem, well maybe you were bidding but ran out of money. Months 
later, your wallet replenished, it's nice to find it still available and not 
locked a for decades in a private collection. Or maybe ya saw it at the 
auction but were holding back your money for another later lot which it turns 
out you didn't win, so now that dealer coin is looking better. Or maybe you 
don't buy through auctions because you prefer the security of the easy return 
priviledge that your dealer provides that lets you buy it, examine it, and then 
change your mind. 


Or just maybe the dealer knew something that you didn't when that coin crossed 
the block. Could be he or she just has a good eye for qiality and value and 
found a sleeper during lot viewing - and you feel better buying from someone 
who knows the field and can help you avoid the pitt falls. Could be your 
dealer did his or her homework and recognized that the coin was a rare 
unattributed sub-variety, or that despite its problems it was still head and 
shoulders above others of the same die variety that previously have cone 
available. Suddenly it's worth that premium. Yes, clever dealers do homework, 
and much of it is dame with reference libraries, and in those libraries are a 
bunch of auction catalogs. 


YUP, IT'S put up or shut up time. Avid readers will remember that i have been 
making noises for quite awhile about rating auction catalogs for specific 
colonial content. I'm finally acting because despite all of my stalling, no 
one else has done the work for me. John W. Adams has published an epic two 
volume set; United States Numismatic Literature (Qe and Two), which amung many 
other wonderous things does rate auction catalogs issued by most of the major 
firms between 1855 and the late 1970's. However the scope of the work prevents 
it from being very specific within a given category (like Colonials) since the 
rating section covers everything from Ancients to Private Gold in a nifty, but 
limeted, chart format. 


I will begin this effort with a preliminary survey of catalogs post 1955 and 
pre 1980. Preliminary is qiite the understatement for two main reasons. 
Pirst; My own reference me tee 6 though rapidly growing, remains woefull 
4 Sag | and I'm sure there are dozens of worthy contenders for consideration 
that I still know nothing about. For instance, my information on catalogs 
ete to the late 60's is fragmentary at best. Therefor while the catalogs 
elow are Sy tee reccommended, undoubtably there are others of equal merrit 
that should included. Second; No Bowers and Ruddy/Mercena or Pine Tree 
aiction catalogs have been included. Why? Time and space. I plan to cover 
those next time along with ommissions that I become aware of (hopefully with 
your help). Plus I plan to extend the listings from 1979 up to the present and 
maybe add a second category for detailed ratings. 


This issue of Copper Tome kicks off the project with a look at catalogs 
containing good Colonial type collections. The Criteria I am using for this 
catagory favors collections that feature several or more rarities not commonly 
offered for sale, as well as those providing a representative high grade 
sampling across a broad cross section of colonial coinsge. Ideally a good type 
collection will also include a nice offering of State coinage (here defined as 
NJ CT, VI, or MA copper) by die varieties but that is a minor factor in these 
rankings since State coinage for each series will be given a seperate catalog 
rating category. Some otherwise nice collections of a hundred plus colonials 
have been ommitted from consideration because they don't present offerings that 
are sufficiently out of the ordinary to achieve aC or better rating. There 
are numerous valuable catalogs that showcase superior offerings in a specific 
series such as New Jersey Coppers, which were not broad enough in focus to rank 
high here and will be covered under the appropriate category(s) later. 


Please note that sub-sets of coins that are assigned a seperate letter grade 
within the descriptions that follow (such as: Pugios- C+) will not be then 
covered amung the highlighted coins in this category. To save time and avoid 
later duplication, details concerning those coins will be found under an 
additional listing of the same catalog under the appropriate category heading 
(when I get that far in this process.) I intend to eventually rate catalogs in 
each of the areas you will see referred to in the text below in much the way 
that I hereby attempt to rate and describe catalogs for their strength as 
Colonial type collections. For now trust me that there is much nice 
specialized material to be found within the following catalogs where it is so 
noted by a grade for an individual area. 


Also note that I am restricting Washingtonia for my purposes to coins listed in 
the Red Book along with various medals and tokens minted before or shortly 
after Washington's death. New York coins are narrowly defined so as not to 
include Machins Mills/ Atlee's Halfpennys or Talbot Allum and Lee's which will 
receive seperate categories; nor the disparite and otherwise non related type 

ieces such as the Albany Church Penny, the New York Theatre Token, or the New 
orke Token. Please be aware that there are numerous occaisions when the same 
speciman of a Colonial rarity appears, over time, in two or more auctions which 
can give the appearance that the type is more common than it actually is. 
Finally let me say that you have no idea how arbitrary an undertaking like this 
is untill you have tried one. That said, here goes... 


TYPE COLLECTIONS: 
KAGIN'S 11/1/74, C-. Only 9 Colonial lots and actually probably too sparce to 


include but I have anyway for the following reasons; an AVF 1786 Non Vi Virtute 
Vici, a red Proof 1795 T.A.& L., an EF LON DON Elephant Token, an Unc. 1787 CT. 


6.1-M [unplated], and an [unplated] red Unc. 1795 Washington Grate Halfpenny. 
KAGIN'S 10/22/76, B. 127 Colonial lots. A fairly well balenced offering, 

(Washingtonia- B+), strongest in type but including 51 often superior lots of 
State coinage with 3 Unc. and one AU MA coppers out of 5 lots from that state. 


VI's include a VG R.1 while CT's include an AU M.33.28-Z.11 (Snipe Nose). Also 
features an EF Silver St. Patrick's Parthing, 1722 and 1723 Gem thc. Rosa 
Americana Twopences, and an AU 1723 Silver Hibernia cg heen Le Plus an Unc. 
Rhode Island a Token - no wreath below ship and an Unc. 1787 Immunis 
Columbia, as well as a VF North West Company Token and a Choice Unc. 
Continental "Dollar". Not all pieces are attributed. 


KREISBERG 10/24/78, A. A splendid offering of 99 Colonial lots offering 
numerous rarities in topmost grades, 50 being Borderline Uncirculated or 
better! (Mass. Silver- C+, Washingtonia- B). Just some of the highlights 
include an AU Sommers Islands Shilling - Small Sail, a varied run of 9 coins by 
William Woods, 7 being Unc. or better with a Proof Silver 1723 Hibernia 
Farthing amung them. There's a 1773 Proof Virginia Penny, an AF (1737) Higley 
Broad Axe, a VF Pitt Farthing, and an Unc. Brass Rhode Island Ship Token - 
Wreath below Ship. Plus an EF Chalmers Sixpence and an AU Chalmers Thr eepence, 
and a VF/EF 1786 NY Non Vi Virtute Vici. Light om State Copper but a few 

Unc. 's are to be found and there is also a VG 1790 Standish Barry Threepence. 
KREISBERG 10/4/79, C. The Herbert M. Bergen Collection. A nicely balenced run 
of 87 Colonial lots, but not much that really stands out other than some 

Wash ington poh (Washingtonia- B). There is a VF Silver St. Patrick's 
Farthing and a Proof Copper Myddleton Token mixed in with many other desirable 
and above average coins. 


MERKIN 3/15/67, C. 87 Colonial lots, fairly well balenced with some scarcer 
French Colonial and William Woods pieces, a VG Carolina Elephant Token - 
PROPRIETORS, AF [damaged] NY Excelsior Kagle [observer's] right, and a Proof 
silver original Castorland. Also some nice VI's including a far above average 
P/VF R.1l, a F+ R.18 and a F/VF R.31 [both unplated], and a F/VF R.36.. 

MERKIN 10/31/73, C. 123 Colmial lots including 93 lots of State coinage (see 
seperate listings under CT- C+, and VI- C). Also EF Chalmers Threepence, Proof 
Original Copper Castorlamd, Unc. N.11-A Pugio with United above States and some 
other scarcer pieces. 


NEW ENGLAND RARE COIN AUCTIONS 11/7/75, B. 44 varied Colonial lots featuring a 
VF+ Sommer Islands Sixpence, an AU New England Shilling, aF eee). ed] Lord 
Baltimore Groat, and a VF Lord Baltimore Shilling. Also a Proof 1794 Talbot 
Allum & Lee, an Unc. 1787 Pugio N.11-A - United over States, and a Borderline 
Unc. 1787 Fugio N.3-D - Club Ray along with an Unc. Kentucky Token with 
Engrailed Edge and an EF/AU Carolina Elephant Token. 


NEW NETHERLANDS FIFTY FIRST 6/19/58, B. 246 lots of Colonial lots, and 
extremely well balenced (C- Hibemias, CT- B+, MA Copper- C, NY- Ct, 
Washingtonia- C), along with superb cataloging. Includes 16 nice lots of Mass. 
Silver, an Unc. Thin Planchet Elephant Token, a Proof New York Theatre Penny, 2 
Auctori Plebis - Hispaniola Tokens, and Unc 1787 Fugios's N.1-2 and N.11-A. 

NEW NETHERIAND'S 60TH, 12/3/68, B. Rating is deceptive because this is an "A" 
catalog all of the way. Although it doesn't contain the bredth of type coins 
to eam a full "A" in this category it represents an qutstanding collection 
across the board (see also sections on Mass. Silver- B, MA Copper- C, NJ- B, 
Rosa Americana's- B+, Talbut Allum & Lee- C+, Washingtonia- B+, Voce Populi's- 
C, and Struck Copies- B). In addition to coins covered elsewhere under 
specific categories, it contains a VF Lord Baltimore Shilling, some exceptional 
Hibernias, a VF/EF Chalmers Sixpence, EF Standish Barry Threepence, Unc. 
Engrailed edge Kentucky Token, Proof Silver Myddelton Token, Choice Unc. 1783 
Nova Canstelatio C.3-C, and a VF 1785 Silver Immune Columbia. Topped off by an 
excellent run of State coinage, including Vermonts and Cmnecticut's which fall 
just short of my arbitrary C rating for those categories. 


STACK'S 5/4/56, C. 62 Colonial lots. Features a VF Lord Baltyimore Shilling 
and an EF Lord Baltimore Sixpence as well as an Unc. 1785 CT. M.3.4-F.2 that is 
plated but unattributed. 

STACK'S 10/27/67, B. The Charles Jay Collection. Mly 78 Colonial lots but of 
uniformally high qiality. An EF Sommer Islands Shilling- Small Sail, EF NE 


Shilling, 4 AU to Unc. Rosa Americana bee Choice EF 1787 NY_Excelsior- 
Eagle Right, Unc. 1788 MA R.6-N, Unc. 1787 NJ M.62-q, 5 Continental "Dollars" 
including 4 Unc.'s one of those in Brass. Also VF Silver 1785 Immune Columbia, 
AEF Chalmers Threepence, and a Choice VF Copper 1792 Washingtam Half Dollar. 
STACK'S 5/2/68, C. William Van Roden Colection. 103 Colonial lots. Fairly 
nice mix, generally weak on State coinage. Includes G New Yorke Token (brass), 
AG George Clinton Cent, AVF Original Silver Castorland. Also 64 lots U.S. Half 
Cents, 22% lots U.S. Large Cents. 

STACK 'S 1/31/69, C+. 166 Colonial lots. Nice balence including 51:lots of 
State coinage, strong NY (see section on NY- C), also aF 1794 T.A. & L. 
without NY, 3 Cmtinental "Dollars" including AU N.3-D, Proof 1773 

pray ce F "1700" Voce Popul Halfpenny. 

STACK'S 10/23/70, C. Properties of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 181 
Colonial lots, with strength in State coinage (see Mass. Silver- A, MA Copper- 
C, NJ- C, CT- C), and Vermonts aren't bad either, featuring a.F R.18. 

Otherwise a number of nice but not overly exceptional type coins with the 
exception of a VG/F Albany Church Penny without D. 

STACK'S 3/29/73, B. Properties of Massachusetts Historical Society. 132 
Colonial lots, (see section om Betts Medals- B+). Includes a strong 70 lots of 
State coinage featuring a VF 1788 VI_R.3l, VF 1787 CT M.1.2-mm, A F 1787 MA 
R.2a-F (transposed arrows), Unc. 1787 NJ M.32-T etc. Also a F 1786 Nova 
Constellatio, VF/EF Sommer Islands Shilling, EF Sommer Islands Sixpence, Unc. 
1723 Silver Hibernia Farthing, Unc. 1787 NY George Clinton, a holed 1739 
Higley, Proof 1773 Virginia "Penny", AU Silver Original Castorland, and more. 
STACK'S 6/20/73, A. 107 Colonial lots including numerous rarities and high 
condition census pieces. Stack's said at the time, "the following group of 
‘Colonial and State coinage is without a doubt the most important we've ever 
offered in a single sale", (Mass. Silver- Ct, Rosa Americana's- B, Hibemia's- 
C, Washingtonia- B). In addition; EF Lord Baltimore Shilling and an Unc. 
Groat. EF St. Patrick's Silver Farthing and © Pitt Farthing, plus an Ure. 
1786 NY Non Vi Virtute Vici, VF 1785 Camfederatio - Small Circle, and an Unc. 
1785 Immune Columbia/Nova Constellatio. State coinage includes several superb 
MA copper pieces, notabaly an Unc. 1787 R.4-B 1/2 Cent and an Unc. 1787 R./-H 
Cent. Also Unc NJ Marris 16-L and 56-n from the Spiro collection, and an Ure. 
1787 CT M.6.1-M and a VF 1788 VI R.28. Plus P/VF 1/39 Bigieye an Unc. Chalmers 
Threepence, an EF LON DON Elephant Token, some rare Unc. VI 1/2 cents and an AU 
1787 Auctori Plebis. And Proof Silver and Copper Myddleton Tokens, Unc. Double 
Struck Engrailed Edge Kentucky Token, VF Raleigh Plantation Token, EF Small 
Letters Voce Pomli Farthing - Nelson Plate Coin. Topped off bya preeer New 
York Theatre Token, Unc. Original Silver Castorland, and a VF/EF 1787 Fugio 
N.3-C - the FUCIO variety. 

STACK'S 11/12/74, B. The Dmald Groves Collection. 149 Colonial lots 
concentrated in type coins (Mass. Silver- C, French Colonial- C+, NY- Bt). In 
addition aan EF Silver Hibernia Farthing, a F 1788 VI R.22, a VF Silver 
Original Castorland, an EF 1799 NY Associate Church Communion Token, EF (holed 
and plugged) Silver Ricketts's Circus Token. Also F Carolina Elephant Token — 
Proprietors, VF 1760 Voce Populi Farthing, 1792 Copper Washington Getz Half 
Dollar, and 2 Washington Born Virginias. 

STACK'S 2/6/75, C. Properties of the Essex Institute. /1 Colonial lots, 
(Mass. Silver- C, MA Copper- C+). Actually not overly strong outside of the 
highlighted areas but some nice NJ's and VI's along with a few strong Pugio's, 
notably an EF N.2-C -"FUCIO", a VF N.15-V, and an AU N.21-I. 

STACK 'S 3/15/75, B. The Dr. David L. Spence Collection. 113 Colmial lots 
with over half of them in Mint State, (Hibernia- B+, Voce Popili- B, T.A. & Leo 
C, Pugios- C+, Washingtonia- B). 7 very nice lots of Mass. Silver (including a 
Wyatt Good Samaritan Shilling), an AU St. Patricks Silver Farthing, and a VF/EF 
"Raleigh Plantation Token". Only 10 lots of State coinage, but choice, 
including an Unc. 1788 MA R.13-N Cent. 2 Choice Unc. Cmtinental *"pollars’ = 
N.1-C & N.3-D, also a Proof Kentucky Token - Engrailed Edge and a Proof Silver 
Myddelton Token. (Also an important 66 lot U.S. Half Cent collection). 
STACK'S 5/26/76, A. The Laird U. Park Collection. 201 Colonial lots of 
exceptional phe vey (see seperate listings for NY- B, Talbot Allum & Lee- A, 
and Washingtonia- Bt). VF Sommer Islands, VF NE, and EF Willow Tree Shillings 


plus a few other choice Mass. Silver pieces. Lord Baltimore Shilling, 
Sixpence, and Groat, all EF or close to it. Great, full, high grade run of 
Chaimers and Standish Barry silver coins. Choice Rosa's, silver St. Patrick 
and Hibernia Farthings. Proof New York Theater Token, 4 Continental "Dollars" 
- three being Unc. including one in Brass, VF Immne Columbia with Gorge III 
Rex obverse, VF 1785 Confederatio - Small Circle, F 1737 Higley Broad Ax, Proof 
Virginia "Penny" and Myddelton Tokens in Silver and Copper, VF Pitt Farthing 
and more. Nice sampling of State coinage also including a Choice EF 1786 VT 
R.9 ("baby head"), a F 1787 MA R.2a-F (transposed arrows), an Unc. 1787 CT 

M. 33.36-T.2 ("skeleton hand"), and an AU 1788 NJ M.75-bb (running fox). 
STACK'S 8/24/76 - A.N.A., A. 130 lots of Colonials, quite balenced with no 
single category standing out but with numerous exceptional pieces. A VF/VG 
Sommer Islands Sixpence - Small Portholes, 14 nice pieces Mass. Silver plus a 
wyatt Good Samaritan Shilling, and a Gold St. Patrick's Shilling. Also an EF 
Lord Baltimore Shilling, EF Lord Baltimore Sixpence, amd a F lord Baltimore 
Groat; plus a F Chalmers Sixpence and an AU Standish Barry Threepence. 
Vermonts feature a VF R.1l, an Unc. R.6, and an AU R.8, NJ's boast an Unc. 1786 
M.3-C [The Immunis Columbia - Shield Reverse], and there is an EF Immunis 
Columbia struck over a 1786 NJ M.26-S. In addition there's a VF (with 
problems) lead New Yorke Token, an EF 1787 Indian/N.Y. Arms, and an EF Alban 
Church Penny. Also a VF silver Original Castorland and Unc. PROPRIETERS an 
EF PROPRIETORS Carolina Tokens and a F Gloucester ecrae li Also an EF 1785 
Inmica Tyrannis/Confederatio - Small Circle, and an Unpublished Immune Columbia 
trial piece. Also two Brilliant Proof Washington Repub Ameri Medals, one full 
red Copper and the other White Metal. 

STACK'S 9/7/79, Bt. The Dmald.S. Fleischer Collection. 185 Colonial lots 
that are well balenced but strongest in type coins (see Talbot Allum & Lee- A, 
French Colonial- C, Nova Cmstellatio's- C, Was hing tonia- Ch er lpr =, 
Baltimore Shilling, F Groat. 3 Unc. and 2 AU Rosa's, a Silver St. Patrick and 
a Silver Hibernia Farthing, also an EF Voce Pomili Farthing, and an EF holed 
Pitt Farthing. All denominations of Chalmers Silver in nice circulated grades, 
and 3 Continental "Dollars". A Choice EF 1785 Immine Colunbia/Nova 
Constellatio and a F 1787 NY Excelsior Eagle Right. Also a AU Kentucky Token 
- Engrailed Edge, a Proof Silver Myddelton Token and a Proof Copper Myd leton/ 
Copper atyere! Token. ; 

STACK'S 12/7/79, B. Only 50 Colonial lots (Washingtonia- C) but very strong in 
what it contains starting with an EF Sommer Islands Sixpence - Small Portholes 
followed by an excellent grouping of 9 Mass. Silver pieces including a VF NE 
Shilling and an Unc. Pine Tree N.2 Shilling. Also a VF Lord Baltimore Shilling 
and an EF Lord Baltimore Groat, as well as an Unc. Hibernia 1723 D.G.Rex. 
Farthing and both varieties of Carolina Elephant Tokens. Also a 1737 Higley 
Threepence - "Three Hammers" as well as a VF/EF 1788 VT R.18. 


SUPERIOR 2/11/74, C+. The Charles L. Ruby Collection, Part 1. Better know as 
a reference catalog for U.S. Large Cents, there are also 157 Colonial lots 
(Washingtonia- C). Generally strong in State coinage with 56 lots, although 
not strong enough in any one series to warrent seperate listings. Overall 
highlights include a VF/EF 1786 CT M.5.3-N "Hercules Head", a G/VG 1785 Gergius 
Rex/Immine Columbia, and an EF/AU 1794 Talbot Allum & Lee without New York. 


THAT'S ENOUGH for now. Do look closely at the enclosed price list, there's 
Many a pretty piece to be had. This time around I bought gape numbers than 
usual of coins with smooth and glossy surfaces. Some of them are low grade 
(most aren't!), some of them have pradblems (most don't!), but there is 
something truely special about 200 year old coppers with generally hard, even 
brilliant surfaces that makes them a joy to belo ii; even with imperfections. 
You'll also find some blow out bargains in the group lots that I'm offering. 
It's by no means my choicer material but the price per coin should make them a 
lot of fun to study an pla i ou can contact Copper Tone at P.O. Box 


with. b 
883891, San Francisco, CA 94188 (415) 282 6058 
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is Full 14 day return privilege for any or no reason whatsoever. 

2. Shipment is immediate if paying by money order. Allow time for your 
personal checks to clear. ; 

3. Phone reservations accepted (and strongly reccommended). 

4. Payment plans available to known customers or with suitable references. 

5. All coins are genuine and as described. ee 

6. Unless otherwise noted all grades are technical, based on wear. Prices 
are based on variables mentioned in the description of each coin and 
reflect that coins’ overall al and wrth. aoe: 

7. Califomia residents please add 7% or applicable sales tax m all orders 
that do not exceed $1000. 2 : : 2 

8. All orders purchased wilI be sent via registered or insured mail. Send $3 
postage for coin and currency purchases below $200, and $3 for the first 
and $i for each subseqient book or catalog purchased. ; 

9. Altemate choices appreciated, trades considered. Specific want lists are 
encouraged and may enable you to receive first option on purchases. 

10. Yesteryear Coins agrees to buy back any coin sold at 80% of purchase price 
(85% towards any trade) provided that I agree the coin was purchased from 
Yesteryear and has not subsequently been cleaned, damaged or altered. 

11. Your questions and comments are always welcomed 


RARITY RATINGS: WNunbers in parenthesis preceded by R refer to a coins 
estimated rarity according to the latest research available to the seller. The 
below table uses a scale of 1 through 9 to describe the number of coins 
believed to still exist. The adjective "high" means a coin is in the scarce 
end of its range while "low" indicates the opposite. You can assume with 


Fugio's and State coinage that if no rarity rating is given the coin is (R-3) 
or below. Rarity ratings are not as well established for many other colonial 
coins and the lack of a rarity rating does not necessarily mean it is common. 


(R-9) unique (R-6) 13 to 30 (R-3) 201 to 500 
(R-8) 2 to 3 (R-5) 31 to 75 (R-2) 501 to 1,200 
(R-7) 4 to 12 (R-4) 76 to 200 (R-1) over 1,200 


COINS OF NEW JERSEY 


(St.Patrick Coins are known to haye circulated in Ireland and the Isle of Ma 
during the 1670's. They were brought to New Jersey and made legal tender in 
1682. There is some dispute as to which of the two St. Patrick denominations 
were so legalized). 
es St. Patrick Farthing Breen 213 Very Good (R-5).. Smooth -medium.brown 
planchet with lighter highlights and a small bright splasher perfectly 
centered on the Crown. This is the rare variety ‘with three=stars after 
REX on obverse legend. Pretty for the grade and:scarce.,..o. sb pie beae eee 
2» St. Patrick Farthing Fine. Prédominantly tan and very smooth;:also witha 
small and well centered brass splasher. © Unusally:largé:planchet.......$95 
3 St. Patrick Half Penny Vlack-5-D Very Good. Half Pennys are many-tiomes 
rarer than farthings. ‘This one has glossy honey brown:sur faces andct he 
brightest splash I've ever seen. The King at harp is somewhat weak. and 
some toned staple scratches are a minor distraction. ..-e.. ee ere rk | Pe) 
4, St. Patrick Half Penny V.5-F About Fine. Extremely choice; again some 
weakness at the harp that is mre than offset by the loyely:tan.color: and 
glossy surfaces with a nice though small brass splash. «Problem -free..$295 
A 1787 Marris 6-C About Very Fine (R-4). A scarce. and°poépilar variety as it 


